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IF Mao still gives him a chance, President Truman may yet make 
amends, and gracefully pay to contain Communism in South-East 

Asia. This is the purport of the Colombo Plan which was finalised. 
at the London meeting of the Commonwealth Consultative Committee 
held in September, and which has now been presented to the Parlia
ment by Shri Chintaman Deshmukh. After al l . America is not being 
asked to pay very much. The demand for external finance to re
habilitate South and South-East Asia is modest enough, for India, 
Pakistan, .Ceylon, British Borneo and Malaya between them need only 
£1,085 mil l ion, of which A/240 million will be available from sterling 
balances, and US is being asked to put up the balance of £830 million. 
This is a trifle, $2350 million in six years, as compared to $5000 million 
US spent on putting Western Europe on its feet in the first year of 
Marshall A i d ! 

When the Commonwealth Conference met in London, one naturally 
wondered, was it going to be a meeting of church mice? For none 
of the Commonwealth countries, at least none of those directly inte
rested' in the development of tins area, had surplus resources. Britain 
had done what she could in paying out sterling balances, and could 
not do any more; even to maintain repayments at rates lower than 
those in recent years will be a problem for her. What was the point, 
then, in drawing up plans and setting out the minimum requirements 
of foreign capital necessary for their execution? At that time it looked 
as if Britain was going to underwrite the Colombo Plan in some man
ner or other. Actually all she did was to extend her moral support 
to i t . Hut even that was not necessary. The most important person 
present in the meeting of the Consultative Committer- was not. any 
of the representatives of the Commonwealth countries, but the observer 
from the American Embassy in London. Neither is Britain going to 
underwrite, nor is the US Treasury going to take over the respons
ibility for the sterling balances as had been proposed and discussed 
some time ago. US would like to deal directly with those who want 
loans for financial aid. 

False hopes had been raised on so many occasions in the past that 
the possibility of American aid to these, countries for economic develop
ment wi l l remain in doubt until it materialises in reality. This time 
it is considered a certainty; Cray's report leaves no room for doubt 
about it. But is it not already too late? 

Anyway, demands have not been pitched very high. The plans 
have been stripped to the. bare bones and look practical enough if 
one is prepared to assume that the administration of the countries con
cerned would he able to execute them. Demands have been deli
berately toned down to induce America to part wi th her money more 
easily, in fact toned down so much that the threat-cum-appeal w i t h 
which the Government of India conclude their observations on the 
report sounds pathetic in the extreme, It is not a loaded revolver which 
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