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MOSCOW LEARNS A LESSON 

M OSCOW is eager to team from experience. It made a major 
tactical blunder in boycotting the Security Council. That was, 

at bottom, Moscow's retort to the Western Powers' proposal for a Li t t le 
Assembly. Korea proved to Moscow that boycott docs not pay. . Had 
Moscow not been absent from the Security Council, she could have 
vetoed the Council's decision to request the member States to send 
armed forces to repel the armed attack on South Korea. Alternatively, 
she could have delayed action by the Council by her plausible proposal 
that the representative of North Korea should be heard before the 
United Nations could arrive at a final decision. Moscow is not likely 
to miss the implications of staying away from the Security Council. 

Only those who fai l to appreciate this w i l l be surprised at Moscow's 
conditional support to the American proposal for strengthening the 
authority and powers of the. General Assembly. Evidently, Moscow 
has come to the decision that all attempts by the Western Powers to 
ostracise Russia from the comity of nations should be aggressively 
countered. Reasons for Moscow's altered attitude towards the Uni ted 
Nations can be easily comprehended. Organizations of the Uni ted 
Nations provide valuable international platforms for propaganda. It 
is one thing to refuse participation in the Wor ld Health Organisation 
or in the Wor ld Fund or in the World Hank. To boycott the Security 
Council or to be ousted from the General Assembly, is a different and 
more serious matter. 

That M r . Acheson's proposal to clothe the Assembly with powers 
now exercised by the Council was put forward on the assumption that 
Russia and the Communist States would oppose the plan was apparent 
from the reasons and motives behind the scheme. The American 
proposal was, confessedly put forth to circumvent the impotency of the 
Security Council arising from the permanent members' right to veto. 
To prevent Russia from vetoing United Nations action against possible 
disturbances of peace, America formulated the plan for empowering 
the vetoless General Assembly to take decisions on matters of defence, 

Evidently, Washington hoped that Russia would oppose the plan. 
It was, therefore, an implied request to the fifty three other members 
of the Uni ted Nations to regroup into a new organisation for world 
security and act by a majority vote. That is why cynics w i l l suggest 
that the American plan really means and implies a revival of the Li t t le 
Assembly in a new garb. 

In broad outlines, the American proposal is that, in the event of 
a deadlock in the Security Council, the Assembly should convene an 
emergency session wi th in twentyfour hours. A "security patrol" should 
be established to investigate a conflict or a threatened conflict and the 
Assembly should forthwith set up a committee to study "means which 
the United Nations might use through collective action to carry out 
the purpose and principles of the Charter". 

On the assumption that the Assembly should take action on a 


