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MO R E significant than any of the speeches made at the Congress at 
Nasik was the silence of Sardar Patel. And more significant 

than any of its achievements was what the session left pending— 
selection of the new Working Committee, and decision about the machi
nery to be set up for the general elections. The former has been kept 
open unt i l such time as Pandit Nehru may be persuaded to come i n . 
The latter w i l l be pushed in presumably at a more opportune time when 
the scrutiny of a thousand eyes and the glare of limelight are not as 
oppressive as they were at Nasik. 

Pandit Nehru went to Nasik in a fighting mood. He has come out 
w i t h flying colours, and has won hands down. Never has appeasement 
been made into so spectacular a celebration. Not only d id Panditji 
get all that he wanted, he got much more. On every single point that 
he had raised, the Congress gave h im enthusiastic and all out support. 
There was hardly a whisper of dissension. Indeed, but for the absence 
of dri l l ing, discipline and regimentation of those who joined i t , the 
Nasik session could faintly remind one of those famous celebrations at 
the Sportsplatz — uniformed policemen inside the Congress pandal, State 
Reserve Constabulary armed wi th lathis replacing the volunteers, and 
the army maintaining order outside the pandal. A n d more than these, 
the voting. Whatever Pandit Nehru wanted was passed, almost 
unanimously. The dissenters could be counted on the ringers. No 
amendments to the resolutions, not even the most harmless ones, were 
accepted. 

There was only a small chink in the impressively solid facade of 
unanimity the voting in the Subjects Committee on controls. If the 
Congress is so overwhelming behind Nehru's Government, and has 
no mental reservations whatsoever in supporting the welfare state of 
his conception, why should it be so squeamish about controls, without 
which the welfare state cannot be brought into being? On all other 
questions, there was not the slightest indication that the rank and file 
of the Congress thought any differently from Panditji. The resolution 
on foreign policy had a smooth passage. Even the resolution on the. 
Delhi Pact d id not encounter much opposition. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel maintained a sphinx-like silence. Mote 
eloquent than the torrential volume of speeches was his silence. He 
had been absent when the Working Committee were discussing the 
forthcoming presidential elections. He did not open his lips in the 
Subject Committee meetings. In between he had issued a statement 
that the greatest enemy of the country was not outside, but inside 
- dissension wi th in the Congress. 

At the Nasik Session, could one trace or even suspect any signs 
of dissensions? If there were any, they were covered up by ideo
logical discourses on the nature of secular democracy and the impl i 
cation of non-alignment in foreign policy. Panditji had been annoyed. 
He has now been soothed. He contributed liberally towards his own 
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appeasement by l i f t ing the issue he 
had raised to an ideological plane 
far above the mundane where 
agreement is more easily reached. 
It is only when one comes to brass 
tacks that differences appear and 
views conflict. When the discus
sions sank to the level of the mun
dane—it did only once, on the sub
ject of controls—differences appear
ed, and had to he smoothed over, 
but could not be healed. 

Contrary to what appears on the 
surface, none of the differences were 
resolved at Nasik, and no agreement 
was reached. To say so may ap
pear as flying in the face of facts, 
as ignoring all the speeches that 
were made, all the resolutions that 
were passed, and as brushing aside 
al l the votes that were cast. These 
were a show, a sham show. 

The Congress, however, has made 
enough amends for whatever signs 
it may have shown in the past of 
differing wi th Pandit Nehru and 
wi th his Government on the live 
issues of the day. Panditji was 
satisfied, and may eventually agree 
to join the. Working Committee, but 
he w i l l watch for a little while 
longer, to make sure that the affir
mations of faith in Nasik is respect
ed, and that there is no sliding 
back. 

The opposition which failed to 
come to the open, can also bide, its 
time. The group which does not 
see eye to eye wi th Pandit Nehru 
may be afraid of an open breach, 
but if the differences are deep-root
ed and genuine, it w i l l work under 
the surface. One suspects the rea
son why the question of machinery 
for election was not brought up be
fore, the open session. Panditji's 
stock was so high that in its prevail
ing mood, the Congress would have 
given h im whatever he wanted. 
There is no reason to doubt that 
Pandit Nehru could have got the 
Congress to approve whatever ar
rangements he thought would be 
best for the elections, in the same 
way as he got its approval on all 
other points. 

While Panditji and his supporters 
discussed questions of ideological 
loyalty among members, the more 
down to earth consideration who 
w i l l control the election machinery 
has been shelved, lest in they enthu
siasm to extend all-out support to 

Panditji, the delegates voted for 
something that may not be accept
able to M r . Tandon and his sup
porters. The decision on this ques
tion has been left to the members of 
the new Working Committee, the 
composition of which still hangs in 
the balance. The Presidential ad
dress was conciliatory enough, but 
if he at all wants to assert himself, 
he wi l l do so while choosing his 
colleagues. That crucial decision 
is still awaited. 

Western Defence 

NE I T H E R the language of diplo
macy nor the understandable 

need for secrecy can obscure the 
differences and disagreements 
among the Western Powers on ma-
jor world problems. From the deli
berations of the three Foreign 
Ministers of Britain, France and 
America, it is abundantly evident 
that they are agreed only on one 
issue: There is no disagreement on 
the urgent need of intensified re
armament. On all other issues, there 
is sharp cleavage of opinion. That 
the three Foreign Ministers would 
be anxious about the fortification of 
Europe was a foregone conclusion. 
Neither the Big Three nor the 
other Atlantic Powers are likely to 
minimise the defence and security 
of Europe in the relentless cold war 
against the Soviet Union. The Wes

tern Powers have the man-power 
and the resources needed to fight a 
war against the, formidable mili tary 
might of Russia. 

How to co-ordinate as also to 
intensify the Western Powers' de
fence preparations, is the crucial 
problem. In response to America's 
request to Britain and to European 
Powers to speed up defence pre
parations, Britain, France, Holland 
and Belgium have announced their 
additional rearmament programmes. 
It is, however, widely believed that 
America is not impressed w i t h the 
response to her request. This was 
one of the main issues which was 
to have been threshed out in the 
Big Three Conferences now being 
held in New York. From the com
munique issued by the three Foreign 
Ministers, it is apparent that no 
agreed formula has been evolved. 
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