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MO R E significant than any of the speeches made at the Congress at 
Nasik was the silence of Sardar Patel. And more significant 

than any of its achievements was what the session left pending— 
selection of the new Working Committee, and decision about the machi
nery to be set up for the general elections. The former has been kept 
open unt i l such time as Pandit Nehru may be persuaded to come i n . 
The latter w i l l be pushed in presumably at a more opportune time when 
the scrutiny of a thousand eyes and the glare of limelight are not as 
oppressive as they were at Nasik. 

Pandit Nehru went to Nasik in a fighting mood. He has come out 
w i t h flying colours, and has won hands down. Never has appeasement 
been made into so spectacular a celebration. Not only d id Panditji 
get all that he wanted, he got much more. On every single point that 
he had raised, the Congress gave h im enthusiastic and all out support. 
There was hardly a whisper of dissension. Indeed, but for the absence 
of dri l l ing, discipline and regimentation of those who joined i t , the 
Nasik session could faintly remind one of those famous celebrations at 
the Sportsplatz — uniformed policemen inside the Congress pandal, State 
Reserve Constabulary armed wi th lathis replacing the volunteers, and 
the army maintaining order outside the pandal. A n d more than these, 
the voting. Whatever Pandit Nehru wanted was passed, almost 
unanimously. The dissenters could be counted on the ringers. No 
amendments to the resolutions, not even the most harmless ones, were 
accepted. 

There was only a small chink in the impressively solid facade of 
unanimity the voting in the Subjects Committee on controls. If the 
Congress is so overwhelming behind Nehru's Government, and has 
no mental reservations whatsoever in supporting the welfare state of 
his conception, why should it be so squeamish about controls, without 
which the welfare state cannot be brought into being? On all other 
questions, there was not the slightest indication that the rank and file 
of the Congress thought any differently from Panditji. The resolution 
on foreign policy had a smooth passage. Even the resolution on the. 
Delhi Pact d id not encounter much opposition. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel maintained a sphinx-like silence. Mote 
eloquent than the torrential volume of speeches was his silence. He 
had been absent when the Working Committee were discussing the 
forthcoming presidential elections. He did not open his lips in the 
Subject Committee meetings. In between he had issued a statement 
that the greatest enemy of the country was not outside, but inside 
- dissension wi th in the Congress. 

At the Nasik Session, could one trace or even suspect any signs 
of dissensions? If there were any, they were covered up by ideo
logical discourses on the nature of secular democracy and the impl i 
cation of non-alignment in foreign policy. Panditji had been annoyed. 
He has now been soothed. He contributed liberally towards his own 
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