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THE CONGRESS MUST DECIDE 

THE magic spell-binder that he is, words exercise a strange fascina
t ion on Pandit Nehru. Let h im get the right turn of phrase, and 

he can convince himself that the Congress, which is as much a part 
of h im, as he is a part of i t , stands for the Welfare State, and that the 
present Government under Congress leadership is actually engaged in 
building up such a Welfare State. He t an convince himself equally 
well that that the stand taken by India in international affairs is that 
of championing the cause of the down-trodden nations who are slowly 
coming into their own; that, neither India's membership of the Com
monwealth nor her close association wi th the US in the United Nations 
has made her deviate the slightest bi t from this path of high rectitude. 
That , in her dealings wi th Pakistan, she has neither been weak-kneed 
nor been outwitted; that the Delhi Pact is the consummation of the 
high ideal of secularism which has always inspired the Congress, and 
which is now incorporated in the Constitution. Pandit Nehru can even 
argue himself into the belief that in the foreign policy pursued by his 
government as in the economic policies pursued at home as well as 
vis-a-vis Pakistan, his government have kept Gandhiji's ideals unsullied. 

True enough, Panditji sees danger signals. He has woken up a 
bit late; others had been seeing these danger signals for quite some time. 
The comment on the election of the Congress President in these columns 
a week ago bore the caption, it is poor consolation now to note, of 
" Storm Clouds.'' These clouds have been gathering thick and fast. 
Panditji has no unhappy premonitions yet, however, that the Congress 
may have come to the parting of ways; that there, are differences wi th in 
the Congress which cannot be resolved. Misgivings have been aroused 
in his mind by the unholy glee wi th which sections of the public and 
the press have hailed the outcome of the Presidential election as the 
t r iumph of the reactionary elements in the country. Disturbed by 
gloomy forebodings, he has decided to ask the Congress for a reiteration 
of faith. What he wants from the Nasik session is a vote of con
fidence in himself and in his government. But one wonders, could 
Panditji have been so unaware, all this time, of what had been hap
pening inside the organisation wi th which he has been associated 
throughout his active life, as to discover these insipient dangers so 
late in the day? Late though it be, the courageous decision he has 
taken, of seeking a clear directive from the rank and file of the Congress 
members meeting at the open session is welcome. At least Panditj i 
has not left the Congress to guess, as he did at the time of the Presi
dential election, what direction he wants the Congress to take. It is 
now for the latter to decide. 

True, the Government which he heads have neither been building 
up a Welfare State with conspicuous success, nor has India been pul l ing 
her weight in the councils of nations and rendering effective aid to 
the down-trodden countries which are still struggling not only for a 
place under the sun, but also for their economic rehabilitation. The 
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inability and helplessness of his gov
ernment to render any effective a id 
to the members of the minority com
munity who art- still left in Paki
stan, or who have been forced to 
leave - their homes and seek shelter 
in the Indian Union have been 
pathetic in the extreme. Even so, 
no one w i l l deny that his govern
ment can humbly claim that they 
have tried, faultingly perhaps, and 
without spectacular success, to keep 
the ideals, which Gandhiji had in
spired, still in view. And though 
the Congress has sunk pretty low, 
though corruption has infected the 
organisation and dissentions have 
spread to its roots, neither has the 
Congress yet formally given up any 
of the ideals for which it has stood 
all these years, 

Panditji today seeks from the 
Congress a reiteration of its faith. 
Now though the Congress has not 
formally discarded any of its che
rished ideals, it is very difficult 
to relate any of the current and 
burning issues of the day, except in 
a very general way, wi th what the 
Congress had stood for so long. Does 
the Congress accept the implications 
of a mixed economy? Did this 
body, during its half century of 
struggle wi th foreign rule, ever give 
any thought to the question of con
trols? New issues have come up, 
and while the spread of corruption 
in the Congress ranks is to be de
plored, to view it entirely as a moral 
issue would be to ignore what can 
no longer be ignored wi th impunity 
—that the Congress is a very hetero
genous body today, and that there 
is l i t t le agreement among the he
terogenous elements in it on any of 
the live issues of the day. 

A great deal has happened in 
the last three or four years, and 
Panditji now wants to put it square
ly before Congressmen: " D i d these 
events necessitate a change in their 
policy and general approach, or do 
they still adhere to the policies on 
the basis of which the Congress had 
.been working for all these years?" 
While posing this question, Panditji 
forgets that the Congress had a do-
finite outlook and an agreed ap
proach when it was fighting for the 
country's freedom. It no longer has 
that unified outlook, and one ap
proach to the questions of the hour. 
This is to be expected. No one, 
however magnetic his personality, 
can hold back the working of the 

forces of history. A l l that intelligent 
men can do is to anticipate coming 
events and prepare themselves in 
advance. Those who hold the work 
of the Congress was,. not finished 
when it won freedom for the coun
try, and that it has yet to steer the 
country's affairs unt i l that charge 
can be gracefully handed over to 
some other body which is not yet 
there, must also realise by now that 
an unity of approach and a defi
nite outlook still remains to be 
forged for the problems that face 
the country today. " We cannot al
low ourselves to be kept back or 
diverted from our aims because of 
vested interests, and must judge 
every step from the point of view 
of the good of the masses." This 
is unexceptionable in principle. 
Panditji has only to apply it in prac
tice to realise that to make this pr in
ciple really work, he must first ac
cept the obvious fact that all sec
tions of the Congress are not w i th 
him in this matter, and that he 
must weld the progressive elements 
in it which stand for the mixed 
economy of his conception, and who 
are prepared to work earnestly to 
build up the truly co-operative com
monwealth of his conception. 

There are elements in the Con
gress today which can rise to tin-
occasion and take up this task if 
they are vitalised and made active. 
Whether this necessary step of re-
vitalisation can be effected by pure
ly organisational changes as has 

been suggested by Pandit Nehru, is 
quite another matter. According 
to his analysis, the roots of corrup
t ion lie in the temptation for the 
loaves and fishes of office. If only 
the function of nominating candi
dates and conducting elections 
could be separated from the normal 
activities of the Congress com
mittees, Panditji hopes the Con
gress can r id itself of corruption, re
gain its lost prestige and resume 
selfless service to the country. There 
is a move for setting up an entirely 
separate Parliamentary Board under 
Pandit Nehru's Chairmanship for 
selecting Congress nominees for the 
next general election, nominees to 
be chosen by virtue of their merit, 
and not necessarily for their place 
in the Congress organisation, Pan
dit Nehru's appeal to the Nasik 
Congress has also been interpreted 
as a call for expediting the imple
mentation of those measures of 
reform wi th which the Congress has 
been associated, such as that of 
abolition of zamindari, etc. It 
would be a pity, indeed, if this his
toric occasion is wasted on futile 
tampering wi th the hollow shell of 
Congress organisation, in setting up 
a new organisation to handle the 
election in the vain hope of r idding 
Congress of corruption, sor worse 
still, in electioneering propaganda. 
It would be much more worthwhile 
for Panditji to infuse some heart 
into the progressive elements wi th in 
the Congress, and lead them for a 
more worthwhile purpose. 
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