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C. Power Lines 
The Damodar Valley Corporation 

authorities announced that the 
first of the transmission lines which 
the Corporation is erecting for the 
distribution of the electrical energy 
to be generated by i t , came into 
operation on Friday last. 

For building one Tilaiya Dam 
(in Bihar), a thermal power station 
was set up on the site, and the 
plant was specially designed to 
make good the deficiency of powet 
which had so far been greatly ham
pering the development of the valu
able mica mines at Kodarma. The 
same power house wi l l supply power 
to the town of Hazaribagh as well. 
Bu t the necessary transmission lines 
for this purpose are being put up 
by the Government of Bihar. It is 
expected that the work w i l l be com
pleted soon and the lines wi l l be 
ready to start transmission early in 
1951. 
Paris Worker's Minimum Pay 

Premier Rene Pleven's five-week-
old cabinet took its most important 
decision to date on domestic policy 
last week when it increased the 
minimum salary of the lowest-paid 
workers in private industry in the 
Paris region to 16,400 francs ($47) 
a month. 

The Government decision was 
the result of hard bargaining wi th 
employers' associations and trade 
unions. The lowest salaried workers 
wi l l get an increase of $8 a month 
in the capital area. Different scales 
have been fixed for the provinces 
wi th cheaper l iv ing costs. 

The decision has great political 
importance since the Socialist 
Party, whose participation in the 
Pleven Cabinet is essential for 
stability, had demanded a new 
minimum of at least 16,000 frans in 
the government crisis last month. 
The understanding is that the 
increase now granted should not 
affect prices—it is to come out of 
industry's earnings. Knowing from 
experience the state of price control 
machinery in France, one cannot 
help having serious misgivings 
about this understandings. Also 
how long w i l l it be before other 
workers demand similar guaranteed 
minimum wages. Even for the 
class of workers now blessed by the 
government, the non-Communist 
Force Ouvriere Trade Unions, the 
Communist CGT and the Catholic 
Christian Workers' Confederation— 
al l had demanded a new minimum 
of 17,500 francs. 

The Economics of Food Supply 
T H E F O O D PROBLEM IN I N D I A , by Pravakar Sen 

Khoj Parishad, Calcutta. Price Rs. 5 

B Y far the most pressing ques
tion of the day is food." It is 

not that this problem has only 
recently appeared. Indeed as the 
author points out in the Preface it 
" has been wi th us for a long 
t ime." What is causing concern at 
the moment is that the food prob
lem is turning into a food crisis. 

The book begins wi th an analysis 
of the demand for food. Attention 
is drawn to " the dwindling food 
basket " and it has been estimated 
that the adult male (of whom there 
are computed to be in 1947-48 282.1 
mil l ion on the basis of an adult 
female and a young person being 
equated to 0.8 and 0.7 of one adult 
male respectively) today gets 20 per 
cent, less of cereals (in a predomi
nantly cereal eating country) than 
did his counterpart in undivided 
India in 1939. In concrete terms 
the deficit is 10 mill ion tons made 
up of 7.5 mil l ion tons of rice and 
2.5 mill ion tons of wheat. Added to 
this, the demand for food is con
stantly rising. The growth of 
population, the change in age com
position of our people (those in the 
lower age groups have been increas
ing) and the decline in the propor
tion of women in the total popu
lation—all these factors would mean 
an additional mil l ion tons a year of 
food grains. 

While our demand has thus been 
mounting, the supply position is 
gloomy. Production of food grains 
in the Indian Union, declined from 
99.5 to 92.4 between 1939-40 and 
1945-46 (quinquennium 1934-35 to 
1938-39 - 100). The l imi t of ex
pansion in acreage under food 
grains, says the author, has prob
ably been reached. Acreage has 
become price-inelastic and is likely 
to remain so in the face of the pre
sent trend of prices of non-food 
crops and in view of the high cost 
of reclaiming land. At the same 
time the output per acre has been 
falling due either to the decline in 
fertil i ty or extension of cultivation 
to inferior lands. In the past, the 
progress of intensive cultivation has 
been slight while socio-economic 
factors like the laws of inheritance 

and systems of tenure by resulting 
in uneconomic holdings have stood 
in the way of investment wi th a 
view to raising productivity. Thus 
the demand has been rising and 
supply falling. This mal-adjust-
ment is at the root of the problem. 

To reconcile the problem, the 
methods adopted would have to be 
both short term and long term. In 
the short run the attempt to adjust 
the aggregate demand to the limited 
supply has led to the need for con
trols. The author believes that 
controls have not worked as well as 
one would have wished them to. 
On the side of demand, rationing is 
not exhaustive and as a result those 
outside its scope have had to suffer. 
Even the rationed population have 
not had in some cases their mini
mum needs guaranteed to them. 
The incidence of the food shortage 
has borne with particular severity 
on unrationed non-producers. W i t h 
these views there wil l be little dis
pute. What is more difficult to 
understand however is the author's 
views on the question of procure
ment. He attributes the diminish
ing success which has attended pro
curement efforts to a faulty price 
policy which does not take account 
of the price ruling in the illegal 
black market. He adds that this 
defect is not remedied by the pro
curement formulas. Of the formu
las themselves, the author is 
against the system which combines 
monopoly procurement with a levy, 
on the ground that the restrictions 
to be placed on the cultivator 
should be at as few points as pos
sible. He feels also that the price 
should be flexible and on the 
ground of it being low, should be 
raised. But it has to be pointed 
out that any recognition of another 
price apart from the controlled 
price would have an adverse effect 
our procurement itself. The attempt 
must be to eliminate the black 
market prices rather than use it as 
a standard for fixing procurement 
prices. And as for the formula for 
procurement, it has to be stated 
that the system of monopoly plus 
levy is the one that would prob
ably allow for the least leakage and 
as such would have to be adopted, 
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In fact the need is for greater uni
formity in methods of procurement 
and integration of procurement con
trols as between the various States. 
Moreover if we accept the Author's 
view that the most desirable object 
as far as distribution controls are 
concerned is the equalization of the 
incidence of the shortages and that 
at the moment the non producers 
are the sufferers, then it would 
follow that to leave a scope for the 
cultivator to sell outside the control 
scheme any amount in excess of his 
requirements would be to defeat 
this object. 

Regarding imports, the Author 
alter pointing out our increasing 
dependence on foreign sources for 
loud, believes that we would do 
well to import food and concen
trate on the production of manu
factures and raw materials which 
would be more economical in the 
long run. The Author however 
recognizes the existence of non 
economic considerations and here 
lies the clue. Our desire to be 
" free from foreign bread " has at 
the bottom a quasi-political argu
ment behind it—the desire to be 
independent of foreign sources in 
o vital a matter as food in a 

world where the danger of war may 
mean a choking off of these sup
plies. Thus we would do well to 
attain self sufficiency in the near 
future, though opinions may differ 
as to how soon this ought to be 
1951. at any rate, seems too soon. 

Given the problem, the question 
of solution arises. In the short 
run, we have to fall back on con
trols. The Author has proposed 
an extension of the rationing system 
to include as many as possible of 
the non producers, and has pleaded 
for the introduction of statutory 
rationing in area where non statu
tory rationing exists now wi th a 
view to equalizing the burden be
tween all the classes. Regarding 
procurement, the scheme for price 
subsidies which the Author proposes 
to compensate for the higher pro
curement price which the Author 
suggests does not appear to be 
attractive. His own scheme of pro
curement which leaves scope for 
free marketing also appears to be 
weak. Instead what would be best 
would be a greater uniformity in 
procurement methods and more 
integration. 

As for longer term methods to 
meet the food problem, increase in 
domestic production seems the only 

answer. The Author has examined 
closely the ease of extensive vesus 
intensive cultivation. He feels that 
the former wi l l not yield a return 
which would be economic consider
ing the cost involved. He puts 
more emphasis on intensive methods 
of cultivation, by extending irriga
tion double cropping, use of better 
seeds, manuring and mechanization. 
The figures regarding the cost of 
these items are interesting but leave 
us wondering as to how they are 
arrived at. An indication of that 
would surely have been helpful. 

In the last chapter the author 
gives us a list of the reforms which 
have to be put through in any long 
range developmental plans for food 
growing in India. Large scale pro
jects of land improvement like 

bunding and terracing of, existing 
cultivated land, trenching and 
afforestation of hitherto uncultivated 
land would have to be undertaken. 
Secondly, an increase in the size of 
the holding to make it economic— 
he pleads for co-operative farming, 
thirdly intensive cultivation, fourth 
industrial development and finally 
a frontal attack on the problem 
of population—are all suggested, 
though details are not given as to 
how. One feels that after the 
sound reasoning in the greater part 
of the book, the author lets himself 
go in enumerating this formidable 
list of targets which—even for the 
long run seem too much. But 
this can hardly detract from the 
merits of an otherwise excellent 
book. 
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