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COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE 

NOT much is heard of these days about President Truman's Point 
Four. While the House of Representatives have not committed 

the blunder of cutting the appropriations under this head as demanded 
by a jo int committee of the Congress, they voted only $26 mil l ion 
and odd for Point Four, while inspite of the President's protest, they 
voted $62 mil l ion to Spain. Whatever be the intentions of the State 
Department, the US being a democratic country, the state of public 
opinion indicated by these appropriations wi l l bring little comfort to 
Asia's under-developed countries. In the circumstances, it is difficult 
to view wi th enthusiasm the Commonwealth Conference, due to meet 
in London later in this month wi th the object of promoting economic 
development in South and South-East Asia. Governments in this area 
were invited by Australia, acting on behalf of the Commonwealth, to 
submit by the beginning of September, statements of their plans for 
developments in the next six years. The statements are to take the 
form of replies to detailed questionnaires. 

The Planning Commission in New Delhi had been busy drawing 
up a budget of our resources for the next six years. According to 
press reports, the requirements are estimated at around Rs. 1800 crores, 
and the resources at Rs. 1000 crores, leaving a deficit of Rs. 800 crores 
to be made good by foreign aid of which not more than Rs. 300 
crores would be required in foreign currency. These can only be very 
rough estimates. The figures, however, are not very material at this 
stage, for there is little room for doubt that the capital required for 
any kind of development worth the name in any of these countries, 
representatives of which are meeting in London, w i l l be colossal. None 
of these countries, however, have sufficient resources to make a pro
gramme of mutual aid worthwhile in itself. Is the London Conference, 
then, going to be a meeting of church mice? If so, what does it 
expect to achieve? 

And yet Sir Chintaman Deshmukh, who leads the delegation from 
India, is reported to have been dead serious about the resources budget. 
Some people plan for the love of planning. Sir Chintaman has been 
accused of orthodoxy, but not of indulging in such hobbies. 

There are two separate aspects of the problem of development— 
one is that of providing technical aid, and the investigation of projects. 
Agreement was reached at Sydney to make available a sum of £8 
mil l ion for this purpose. India has agreed to contribute a fair share 
of i t . The proposal now awaits formal endorsement by the Ministers 
i n September, after which a bureau w i l l be established for the purpose 
on a permanent basis, w i t h headquarters in Ceylon. The contribution 
to the technical aid fund, however, w i l l be very largely in the form of 
loan services of technicians, and offer of training facilities. It w i l l 
not, therefore, involve much expenditure of cash. 

The other, the more important aspect, is that of finding the means 
for carrying out the developments. The six year plan to be discussed 


