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Higher Procurement is not 
Growing More Food 

Dr. M. Ganju 

REPORTS of acute food short
age in various parts of India 

have once again brought the coun
try's food problem to the forefront. 
Death from starvation has been re
ported from Nor th Bihar. Is the 
Bengal tragedy to be re-enacted in 
Bihar? This is the question upper-
njost in everyone's mind today. 
Many have already died and many 
mors are dying for want of food. 
A n d yet the official world appears 
to be unperturbed. 

Our na-data, the Food Minister, 
w h o after the apparent failure of 
the ' Grow More Food ' campaign, 
has launched on the all-out cam
paign of ' Grow More Trees' , 
warns us "not to create unnecessary 
panic." They say ignorance is bliss 
—-and probably it must have been 
in that fit of his blissfulncss that 
after many* had actually died of 
starvation, M r . Munshi declared on 
July 20, that "Government would 
take every precaution not to let 
starvation deaths occur in any part 
of the country." 

' Immediately after his declaration, 
however, M r . K. B. Sahay, Revenue 
Minister of Bihar, had to admit, in 
a press conference at Patna, that 
"according to official reports, there 
had been a total of six deaths" in 
Purnea alone. The number of star
vation deaths, according to latest 
official reports, comes to above 25. 
T h a t is only "according to official 
reports." How many more must 
have died without, the necessary 
' official recognition' is not difficult 
to guess. 

One wonders if M r . Munshi is 
actually so ignorant about the food 
situation, and particularly about the 
starvation deaths in the various 
parts of the country. Or is he deli
berately keeping the country in the 
dark? In cither case, in a truly de
mocratic country, a person like M r . 
Munsfii should have been consider
ed unfit for the post he holds, and 
wou ld f l aw been forced to resign 
for thwi th , even if only one man had 
died of starvation. But then in an 
Ind ia of 35 crores, death of a few 

hundreds for want of food is pro
bably not considered to be a serious 
matter. That is why, in spite of 
what has happened, M r . Munshi is 
not perturbed, and continues w i th 
his pep talk. 

Our Food Minister has now, for
tunately for Bihar, made an aerial 
survey of the famine-stricken dis
tricts, and has thereby assured h i m 
self that there have been no star
vation deaths as reported by the 
State's Government, and that what 
is wrong wi th Bihar is not scarcity, 
but high prices. Probably M r . 
Munshi has not realised so jar that 
high prices is the main symptom of 
scarcity. 

It is no use denying the fact that 
our food situation is as bad as it 
was a year ago. Our average annual 
deficit of 3.4 mi l l ion tons has not 
been reduced to any appreciable 
extent. In fact we spent less on 
these imports in 1948 than in 1949, 
in spite of the fact that our Prime 
Minister declared in early 1948 his 
policy of "no imports after 1951." 
Our foood imports alone constituted 
21.9 per cent of our total imports 
last year, as against 18.8 per cent 
during the previous year. Our i m 
ports lor this year arc sure to be 
much more than the anticipated 
15,00,000 tons. On an average, we 
spend nearly 125 crores of rupees 
on our food imports, and even so 
we are not able to prevent condi
tions of scarcity in the land. As for 
the home production, we are no-
where near the goal of self-suffi
ciency, and cannot be near the goal 
so soon, in spite of what we may 
talk. There arc obvious limitations 
under which we have to work, and 
to ignore these limitations w i l l , not 
help us in any way. Nor can any 
number of senseless slogans solve 
our problems. Our Food Minister 
appears to be more interested in 
convincing the country of his effi
ciency in the art of propaganda 
than in attending to his real job. I t 
is reported from New Delhi t h a t the 
Food Ministry is now contemplating 
to flood the country soon, not wi th 
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the much needful food, but; w i t h one 
mi l l ion copies of the pamphlets 
dealing w i t h the lastest of the cures 
for food shortage, Miss a Meal. The 
pamphlet is intended to reveal the 
beneficial secrets of 'miss a m e a l ' 
to the half-fed and half-starved 
millions of our unfortunate land. 
That is the type of job which the 
Ministry of Food seems to be busy 
wi th , A grand job, indeed! 

We are told that already much 
has been achieved in respect of 
"Grow More Food Campaign," and 
statistics f rom various provinces 
about the increase in food procure
ment are put forth to prove that 
contention. It is, however, conve
niently forgotten that the higher 
percentage of procurement alone is 
no indication of any definite i n 
crease in actual production. In fact 
it gives no indication of it at a l l . 
The percentage of procurement may 
be doubled, even at a time when 
production has remained unaltered, 
or has actually decreased. After al l 
the Government is strong enough to 
enforce its w i l l on any one in the 
country, not to speak of our docile, 
meek and impoverished peasantry, 

Just refer to the interview of The 
Times of India Special Represent
ative, on July 16, w i th M r . P. G. 
Sen, West Bengal Food Minister. 
The Minister at that interview ad
mitted that the. rice production in 
the State had gone down by one 
hundred tons, from the normal pro
duction of 36 lakhs of tons to 35 
lakhs of tons. And yet "the internal 
procurement has shown improve
ment— 377,000 tons upto July 14 
this year, as against 317,000 tons 
for the corresponding period last 
year." Imagine the way in which 
Government can enforce its w i l l ! 
Imagine the lot of the half-starved 
peasants of Bengal! What a success 
of ' Grow More Food Campaign! ' 

The basic trouble wi th the Gov
ernment is that it forms its policies 
on the basis of assumptions, wi thout 
caring much for the facts. But if 
any policy is to succeed in the long 
run, it needs must be based on facts. 
Dearth of agricultural statistics in 
our country is so great that none 
dares make any definite statement 
w i t h regard to India 's total produc
t ion, untess one belongs to Siddhwa's 
School of thought, All our calcula
tions are mostly based either on 
assumptions, or oh data that cannot 
be relied upon, There is therefore, 
an urgent need for the country to 
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collect reliable statistics about the 
existing conditions of agriculture. 
That alone can help us in judging 
properly as to what our future re
quirements can be. It is no use 
shouting that actually there is no 
deficit in the country, and that 
"sooner this bogey of deficit is re
moved, the better for a l l . " 

Assuming M r . Siddhwa's theory 
of ' no deficit' is correct, where do 
the imports go? Food is a perish
able commodity and cannot be 
stored for long. At the same time, 
no one has been stealing our food. 
In fact there is a definite decrease 
in the ' food consumption of the 
salaried middle class and the m i l l 
workers whose earnings during or 
since the war have not increased to 
the extent of the rise in the cost of 
living. Of course, a comparative1 

higher standard of l iving, brought 
about by the war-time increased 
purchasing power, has led to a 
higher consumption of foodgrains 
among agriculturists. But then it 
has got to be remembered that t h i | 
' higher consumption' does not re
present consumption above what is 
required for maintaining proper 
health. The agriculturists even now 
continues to be under-fed on the 
whole, though perhaps less so than 
before, M r . Sidhwa and people of 
his thought would do well to go 
round a few villages—not neces
sarily in Bengal and Bihar -only to 
convince themselves that India 
needs more food, and yet more 
food. 

Undivided India had been a defi
cit country even before part i t ion. 
As a result of partit ion, the Indian 
Union got 80 per cent of the popu
lation of undivided India but only 
65 pet cent of her wheat produc
tion, 69 per cent of rice production, 
and 66 per cent of the irrigated 
area, and particularly, only 54 per 
rent of the irrigated area under 
wheat cultivation. 

It is estimated that nearly 
1,500,000 tons of rice used to be 
imported from Burma into undivid-
ed India , More than three-fourths 
of this quantity used to be consum
ed wi th in the territories that con
stitute the present Ind ian Un ion . 
Over and above, this, about 700,000 
tons of foodgrains used to flow f rom 
Pakistan provinces into the Indian 

provinces. This means that even ,at 
the time of partition, present India 
was a net importer of nearly 
2,200,000 tons of food stuffs. Since 
then population has increased fur
ther, and the increase of population 
alone is estimated «to add to our 
deficit by about 500,000 tons an
nually. Provision has also got to be 
made for the millions of unfortu
nate Hindus who have been and are 
being driven out of Pakistan. When 
we make an allowance for all these, 
our deficit assumes very huge 
dimensions. It is in the light of that 
deficit that we must plan for the 
future. To say * no imports after 

1951' is to invite starvation and 
death; for the country. Self-suffi
ciency in food is essential for our 
country, and we must increase our. 
production to all the possible extent. 
But then the production cannot be 
increased in such a short time, es
pecially when we know the working 
of the present Government. I t wi l l 
take many, may years of proper 
planning and hard work before we 
are completely independent in the 
sphere of food. In the meantime, 
however, to save people from star
vation and death, we have got to 
import, and we must import. 
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