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TO WHICH GOD . . .? 
TH E R E would be little to demur about the Finance Minister's 

assessment of the economic situation that it was difficult, but 
not desperate, had he not tried to prop it up by the indefensible 
argument that if prices had risen here, they had also risen in Bri tain 
and the US. In the case of both Britain and US prices are difficult 
to hold because they rise from over full employment and expanding 
business activity. The contrast this country presents is so striking that 
it should not be missed by the Finance Minister even for scoring a 
point against his critics in the Parliament. But let us not quarrel 
about it. M r . Deshmukh has given a burial to his predecessors' resolve 
of bringing down prices, more specifically that of essential consumer 
goods by 10 per cent. The Government wi l l now be content if they 
can ensure that no fresh inflation was generated. To that end, they 
intend to follow sound fiscal and monetary policies, and in particular 
not to relax in the pursuit of economy. 

A new set of eight points now officially replaces Dr. Mattitai 's eight 
point programme. M r . Deshmukh had not been in a hurry to make 
a statement of policy. The time he took over it had raised expectations 

already high because of the great respect in which he is held for. 
his ability and integrity—even higher. Therefore, had he uttered the 
usual conventional inanities appropriate on such occasions, there w o u l d 
have been mi ld disappointment, but nothing worse. It would have 
been excused for the speaks for the entire Cabinet, and it may not 
be for h im to sway the minds of men. There would also be the 
consideration that he inherits legacies for which he is not to blame. 
But instead of the conventional mouthful phrases, M r . Deshmukh has 
added sharpness and point to his enunciation of policy. He has made 
it precise. 

From the point of view of immediate implementation, the pro
gramme hangs on the twin objective's of removing the strain on the 
country's economy by cultivating good relations wi th her neighbours 
on the one hand, and on purposeful planning for self-sufficieney in 
food, cotton and jute, on the other. Performance does not always 
measure up to promise. One may not ask, therefore, whether self-
sufficiency in all the three is attainable at the same time. This is too 
stale a joke to be amusing any more; there is l i t t le use in flogging a dead 
horse. But one may still ask, can attainment of self-sufficiency in 
agriculture be reconciled wi th the aim of developing good relations wi th 
our neighbouring countries, to be pursued along wi th it? 

If India is determined to grow all the jute and cotton she needs, 
Pakistan must find other markets for her surplus produce, however 
hard it may be for her growers of jute and cotton. ' O n the other hand, 
if the Government are at all serious in their endeavour to remove or 
minimise the strain on the country's economy, attributable to her pol i
tical and economic relations w i t h neighbour countries, they should try 
to get more jute and cotton from Pakistan and ensure more regular. 


