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mid -Apr i l to mid-June, the Agree-
ment has succeeded in completely 
stopping the net flow of Hindus 
from East to West Bengal. The 
flow of Muslims in the reverse d i 
rection was not stopped, but was 
very considerably reduced." Since 
the Agreement between the two 
Prime Ministers is still in force, 
granted that other disputes are too 
complicated to be resolved readily, 
would it be too much to ask that 
there should be an agreement on the 
statistics of population released by 
the respect governments? While 
Pakistan claims a net influx of 
Hindus after the Pact came into 
force, the Chief Minister of the 
West Bengal Government has given 
out, only this week, that the total 
number of refugees who have come 
from East Pakistan since part i t ion 
is 45 lakhs of whom, his government 
had stated earlier, more than half 
came after February this year. 

If some of the side issues such 
as Kashmir or evacuee property 
are today very much to the 
fore, the stage is being .set for a 
recrudescence of the main issue in 
an acute form. On the one hand, 
there is the Delhi Conference of the 
refugee organisations scheduled for 
the next, week. On the other, there 
is a fresh move for expropriation in 
East Pakistan itself in the most i n 
nocuous form of sale of properties 
on the ground of non-payment of 
land revenue, cesses or other i m 
posts. People do not leave their 
homeland for the comforts of a re
fugee camp, for the mere fun of i t . 
They are driven to do so when 
deprived of the means of their l ivel i 
hood. The Pact has not succeeded 
in restoring the conditions in which 
the minorities can live in East Ren-
gal wi th honour and self-respect and 
a reasonable chance of a livelihood. 
Its fullest implementation is, never
theless,, of the utmost urgency. And 
as great is the urgency of comple
menting the Pact by rehabilitating 
the refugees who have been enabled 
to leave East Bengal by its opera
tion. If police action in East Ben
gal or revision of boundaries are to 
be avoided as undesirable extremes, 
the immediate first step to avert 
them would be to treat rehabilita
tion as a measure of war emergency. 
This is a problem which can be 
handled only by the Government at 
the Centre, and wi th the aid of the 
army, not in the present piecemeal 
fashion. 

THE spade can after all be called 
by other names, provided it is 

differently utilised, says Dr . Ram 
Manohar Lohia. It can replace the 
Charkha as a symbol, alas no longer 
for our struggle for freedom, which 
is over, but for our struggle against 
poverty. If only 200 mi l l ion people 
could be recruited—voluntarily, pre
ferably—for the task of national re
construction, the country would be 
saved from economic chaos. 

But who is to recruit these 200 
mil l ion and how is the entire man
power of the country to be harnessed 
to this very desirable task? How to 
enlist the energies of the people to 
the task of nation-building has been 
the problem which has defeated 
the present Government. Hunger 
by itself is not a sufficient drive. 
Otherwise, people would not have 
died from it , without lifting a finger, 
as they did during the Bengal fa
mine, right in front of the show
cases of the sweetmeat shops on the 
pavements of Calcutta. 

Hunger has to be tacked on to 
something else—fear, envy, hatred. 
Authori tarian regimes exploit all 
these wi th cynical disregard for the 
means, so long as the ends are at
tained. This is the structure strip
ped to its bare bones. But it is 
never allowed to be stripped to 
its bare bones. There are always 
protective trappings to cover the 
skeleton—the magnetic spell of 
power which overawes and com
mands submission, irrational fear 
which drives men to acts of despe
ration and makes them endure hard
ships and austerities cheerfully, hard
ships unbearable to a l l except those 
possessed. The picture has only to 
be presented in its completeness to 
repel all but the fanatics. The 
ounce of faith which overweighs tons 
of reasoning is not a scarce com
modity these days. Like patent me
dicines, it is on offer in very at
tractive wrappers in many shop 
windows. 

Are there really no alternatives to 
this counsel of despair? Cannot the 
springs of action be tapped and re
leased in a homelier manner? 
Stronger incentives to greater effort 
lies ready to hand in a redistribu
tion of rewards, in a new balance 
which w i l l offer desserts more in 
keeping wi th the efforts. What 

about a new deal for the cultivator? 
But abolition of zamindari seems 

of have trailed off. Lack of finance 
has virtually brought to a standstill 
the progress of this major item in 
the Congress programme, while 
prohibit ion, as bad an offender from 
the financial angle, is very much 
alive and kicking. 

The latest issue of the Reserve 
Bank Bulletin seeks to work out the 
financial implications of this urgent 
measure of reform. It must have 
been an Herculean job which only 
the Research Department of the 
Bank could have undertaken, get
t ing together all the figures from 
all the States and Unions, sifting 
them, and finally, condensing them 
to manageable proportions to make 
them intelligible to the layman. The 
seven States, in which zamindari is 
proposed to be abolished over an 
area of 1,700 lakh acres of land, w i l l 
have to shoulder a burden of 
Rs. 414 crores for compensation. 
Against this financial burden, the 
Governments concerned w i l l receive 
an increase in revenue of Rs. 19.5 
crores per annum. This represents 
a return of 4.7 per cent, on the 
investment, not a bad propo
sition, if the money could be 
raised, say, at 3 per cent, or at 3½. 
The prospects of raising or floating 
new loans, however, are not such 
as to make it a feasible proposition. 
There are, besides, other considera
tions—it may add to the fear of i n 
flation, lead to dis-saving and so on. 

Sheikh Abdullah in Kashmir has 
cut through the Gordian knot by 
throwing compensation overboard. 
On the Martyr 's Day in Jammu and 
Kashmir on the 13th of this month, 
he announced that any person or 
institution in that State in possession 
of more than 125 acres of agricul
tural land shall forfeit the area in 
excess of 20 acres to the tillers. The 
declaration violates the article of 
the Constitution under Fundamental 
Rights which provides for com
pensation in such cases. This may 
be an extreme step to take, but if the 
urgency of the problem is granted, 
and the resulting benefits,are recog
nised to be really worthwhile, the 
financial obstacle can be ''surmount
ed. Given the determination, it can 
be solved. Can. it not at l eas t be 
given precedence over prohibition? 
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