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ranted on the par t of Ind ia in con
firming Nor th Korea as an aggressor 
on insufficient evidence, may turn 
out to be a tactical advantage in 
the initiative she has taken for a 
peaceful settlement. It has not put 
Pandit Nehru out of court w i th So
viet Russia. It should have and it 
has improved his standing w i t h the 
Western Powers. 

But w i l l it regain for him the 
prestige he has lost in the eyes of the 
people of Asia? Egypt was very 
bitter that India should support the 
Security Council's decision on Korea 
when in her own case—or for the 
matter of that, in the case of India 
herself—the Security Council stu
diously refused to pronounce judg
ment. The British troops have not 
yet been removed from Egyptian 
territory. The Security Council has 
not declared Pakistan an aggressor 
in Kashmir. Many such aggressions 
and violations of the sovereignty 
and unity of territory of States 
which are members of the Uni ted 
Nations have been submitted to the 
Security Council which has not 
taken any action to put an end to 
them as it has done in the case of 
Korea. 

If the argument on which India 
has declared Nor th Korea an ag
gressor is stretched a bit farther, 
India w i l l get involved in an ex-
tremcly embarrassing manner in 
Indo-China to begin wi th , and in 
many other Asian countries. By the 
same token, she may have to declare 
Bao Dai's Government as an ag
gressor or alternatively, impose sanc
tions against Vie t M i n h . This 
points to the wisdom and the inevit
ability of her resuming her previous 
stand in an unequivocal manner that 
civil wars and internal disputes 
should be solved internally in all 
Asian countries without outside i n 
tervention of any sort. 

There are, however, signs and 
portents, and hopeful ones, too, of 
a reorientation of policy which, if 
carried out successfully, may en
hance India's chances of retaining 
or regaining her leadership. The 
foreign policy of any government, 
as Pandit Nehru has been prone to 
say time and again, is an extension 
of its internal policy. The manner 
in which the Government of India 
have Handled the communists so far 
and have sought to meet the com-
munists' challenge could leave l i t t le 
room for doubt what her foreign 
policy would be. Today, there are 

the communists in this country, as 
far as it can be judged from their 
declarations and the utterances of 
their party leaders. The great lesson 
of the Chinese revolution was the 
strength it demonstrated, of the 
agrarian elements in the shaping of 
a country which is predominantly 
agricultural. It also proved the 
power of a movement which is 
broad based and has wide popular 
support. While the extreme left has 
realised that terroristic methods 
lead to left sectarianism and even
tual political suicide, there is also a 
growing recognition, both among 
the rank and file of the communists 
as well as among party leaders that 
the urge for national revival and for 
a better deal for the masses is bound 
to be dissipated and weakened un
less it can be reinforced by broad 
popular appeal. Whether it wi l l 
vitalise public life and bring a new 

awakening to the people, only the 
nature will show. But by giving evi-
dence of their intention to welcome 
such a development, the Govern
ment have undoubtedly shown an 
appreciation of the need for a heal
thy outlet for popular urges rather 
than dr iving them underground. 

These internal developments 
taken in conjunction w i t h what is 
happening elsewhere in the South 
East Asia cannot be lost on America. 
If the latter still remains adamant 
in her refusal to recognise Chinese 
representation on the Security 
Council and holds up thereby not 
only a settlement of the Korean 
problem, but also the progress 
of collective security, it is she 
who wi l l put herself out of court in 
the counsels of nations. A n d how
ever ardent may be republican as
pirations for establishing the Amer i 
can way of life in Asian countries, 
Washington can i l l afford to be so 
unrealistic as to refuse to move w i t h 
the times. 

The Locust Menace 

w E are in the grip of a new 
locust cycle. According to 

the latest report, in addition to 
large swarms of foreign locusts fly
ing over northern India, breeding 
has started at Bharatpur in Raja-
sthan. The breeding is expected to 
increase with the setting in of the 
rains. 

India has been subject to the 
locust pest from times immemorial. 
Locusts, one of the major enemies 
of agriculture, were referred to in 
ancient literature as pangapal. 
Locusts are said to appear in 
cycles. Since the middle of the 
eighteenth century, there have been 
eight such cycles in 1863-67, 1869-
73, 1876-81, 1889-98, 1900-1907, 
1912-1920, 1926-31 and 1940-46. 
The current cycle is the ninth and 
began early last year when swarms 
developed in certain regions of East
ern Arabia. The first invasion to 
India started in the middle of May 
this year when about half a dozen 
swarms from the West crossed over 
to Rajasthan. Since then about 
two dozen swarms have come into 
the country. 

To control the menace effectively, 
the anti-locust work in India, 
Pakistan and Iran is being co-ordi
nated under a Convention. A con
ference was held last year in 
Karachi under the auspices of this 
Convention and this year a similar 
conference wi l l be held in India . 

The control organisation in India 
is under the overall supervision of 
the Director of Locust Control. 
The desert areas of about 1,50,000 
sq. miles in Rajasthan, Saurashtra 
and certain parts of the adjoining 
States are looked after directly by 
the central organisation. The 
soundest, cheapest and the most 
effective method of control is to 
destroy the eggs or the hoppers, 
which can be done by trench
ing and burning. The insects can 
be destroyed either by chemical or 
mechanical methods. Mechanical 
methods include burying the hop
pers alive or burning them. Che
mical methods include spraying 
wi th insecticides and dusting wi th 
poisons such as benzoine hexa-
chloride. 

700 

signs of a change and indications of 
a new approach There has also 
been a change in the line taken by 


