
E C O N O M I C W E E K L Y 

Railway Grouping 
THE tentative scheme for the re-

grouping of railways into six 
zones w i l l remove the unhappy 
legacy of company management. 
Historically, the development of 
railways had been haphazard wi th 
little relevance to the geographical 
conditions of the country. 

The first hurdle was crossed when 
the Government took over the main 
railways from the Companies. W i t h 
the integration of the Indian States, 
and the integration the State rail
ways, the ground was clear for 
drawing a new railway map of 
India. 

Administrative efficiency being 
the keynote of the tentative scheme, 
it is bound to receive popular assent. 
Under the scheme, the Indian rai l
ways of a route mileage of 33,000 
wi l l be divided into six administra
tive zones, v i z . : — 

(1) Northern Railway; 

(2) Western Railway; 
(3) Central Railway; 
(4) Southern Railway; 
(5) Eastern Railway; and 
(6) Nor th Eastern Railway. 

It is important to note that after 
partit ion, the North Western Rail
way and Bengal Assam Railway 
were broken up and the portions 
inside India were merged into the 
adjacent railways—an arrangement 
which resulted in diseconomy and 
loss of efficiency. 

Under the new zonal division, 
these broken links wi l l come under 
Northern Railway, Western Rail
way and North Eastern Railway. 

This apart, the State railways 
which were notorious for their mis
management w i l l be merged into 
bigger zones and this is bound to 
enhance efficiency. 

Administrative economy should 
result from the rearrangement. 

Letters to the Editor 

VANASPATI 
PA N D I T ' Thakurdas Bhargava 

has introduced a Bi l l in the 
Indian Parliament at New Delhi 
to prohibit the manufacture and 
sale of Vanaspati for edible pur
poses. As the Bil l is being circu
lated to elicit public opinion, inte
rested persons are trying their 
best to prejudice public opinion. 
Let us study the facts. 

While the capital sunk in the 
Vanaspati trade is one crore ac
cording to the former, the capital 
invested in agriculture is valued at 
nearly 5,000 crores. Hardly 30,000 
labourers working in the 47 facto
ries w i l l have to change their 
means of livelihood if Vanaspati 
is prohibited for edible purposes. 
But more than 80 per cent, of the 
farmers w i l l not be in a position to 
produce any food that is required 
by all of us, without the help of 
the bullocks. Moreover, the solidi
fied oils take out more money from 
his pockets than the l iquid oils. 

Is there any selfish motive be
hind the introduction of this Bill? 
No. The manufacture and sale of 
Vanaspati strikes at the root of the 
agrarian economy of our country, 
destroys the cattle-breeding trade, 
impoverishes the already suffering 
cultivators and also encourages the 
adulteration of pure ghee. Coun
terfeit coins, Mahatma Gandhi 

said. 
The Independence that we have 

achieved should enable us to shape 
the destiny of our country on sound 
lines. Prohibition of drink was 
necessary to make an average 
Indian mow human. Prohibition 
of Vanaspati for edible purposes is 
necessary to enable h im to produce 
more wi th the help of the bullocks 
and make this land flow again wi th 
honey and milk. 
Vinaya Sadan, 
Agra Road, Bhandup. 

L . D . D I X I T . 
[Vanaspati does not supplant but 

supplements pure ghee. That it is 
used for adulteration of ghee is a 
side issue which calls for more 
stringent enforcement of food 
laws. Perhaps some form of com
pulsory colouring may be necessary 
it this abuse cannot be checked 
otherwise. 

The real competition is between 
Vanaspati and oil crushing by 
ghani, which is a village industry. 
There is an overall shortage both 
of ghee and edible vegetable oils. 
The economies of large scale pro

duction is ousting oi l crushing in 
the villages in the same way as the 
mills ousted hand loom weavers. 
The cry for total prohibit ion arises 
from anger, i t w i l l not rehabilitate 
o i l crushing in the village.—Ed.] 

June 17, 1950 

NO PROHIBITION IN ORISSA? 

A C C O R D I N G to a report in the 
Times of India, Mr. Hare 

Krushna Mahatab, until recently 
the Chief Minister of Orissa State, 
told an audience at the Greens Hotel 
that there was neither prohibition 
of sale and consumption of liquor 
nor rationing of essential commo
dities in Orissa. This surprises me 
greatly-indeed, since, from my per
sonal experience I know it for a 
tact that there WAS prohibition in 
Puri when I visited that seaside 
resort in August last. At that time 
Orissa, like many other provinces, 
had started on gradual introduction 
of prohibition. 

If prohibition has subsequently 
been given up in Orissa as a bad 
job, I cannot say. But if that is 
the case, it would hardly go the 
credit of the province or its admi
nistration. 

— VISITOR TO PURI 
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