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From the London End 

The Greatness Flickers 
' T H E threat to the American 

Way of Life is both organic 
and inorganic—organic in the sense 
that Communism exists within the 
United States as a l iving organism, 
deriving its strength from poverty, 
inequalities of income, insecurity 
and race prejudice. Like the com
mon cold, the virus has shown itself 
resistant to all known remedies, 
even when administered by such 
leading specialists as Senator Mac-
earthy and the Committee on U n -
American Activities. In its inorga
nic aspect, the threat comes from 
outside-—the threat of war. In ths-
organie aspect, America is at a cer
tain disadvantage. The Communists 
are in no great hurry, for they feci 
that if they wait long enough, the 
big monopolies, Senator Marcar thy 
and the trade cycle wi l l do their 
work for them, while, given peace, 
the Communist countries w i l l , in 
ten years time, be able to surpass 
the capitalist ones in l iving stand
ards—a thing that would automati
cally make Communism much more 
attractive to the workers in other 
lands. Meanwhile in the poorer 
countries such as Indo-China, 
Malaya, Italy and Greece, the 
rul ing sections are going to such ex
cesses as to cause their own un
doing. 

It is in a world torn by this con
flict that Bri tain finds itself, poorer 
than she was ten years ago and less 
great than she has been since the 
days of Elizabeth. The symptoms of 
this flickering greatness are plainly 
discernible to the curious eye—es
pecially in the streets and homes of 
Kensington, to which "respectable" 
people have migrated now that the 
West End has been taken over by 
the spivs, foreigners and Borough 
Councils (the latter having requi
sitioned a number of vacant houses 
for letting to homeless people). 
Walking down Kensington High 
Street at eleven o'clock on a sunny 
morning, one can observe a host of 
impoverished gentle-folk taking the 
air—retired officers or ex-Indian 
C iv i l Servants. They live crowded 
together in pretentious Vic tor ian 
mansions, designed for one family 
but now holding half-a-dozen, and 

they talk nostalgically of the years 
between the wars and before the 
first world war, when life was easy 
for an English Public School man 
and the choice of a variety of re
munerative and congenial jobs lay 
before h im. 

One can travel for miles through 
London and see, street after street, 
the great houses that forty, and 
even twenty, years ago, belonged to 
one family, drawing dividends from 
India, China, Japan, Africa and 
South America, and being attended 
by half-a-dozen servants—houses 
of that size, w i t h twenty or thi ry 
rooms, took a deal of service! Now 
these houses have been split up into 
llats or taken over by organisations 
and converted into offices and the 
splendid old squares and terraces 
where the fine ladies and gentlemen 
used to parade, their hands unsul
lied by toil , now resound to the 
clatter of typewriters, operated by 
civil servants at £5 per week. 

Now Britain is overshadowed 
politically by the United States and 
the Soviet Union and economically 
by the former, while, in certain 
vulnerable places, Japan and Ger
many are going over to true, attack. 
What should an enlightened gov
ernment do in such circumstances? 
Oddly enough, there has been much 
less questioning on these lines in 
Britain than in France, partly, per
haps, because where France is to
day, Britain wi l l only be tomorrow. 
Sir Stafford Cripps has been con
tent with "successfully leading the 
nation from one crisis to another", 
while foreign policy, under Ernest 
Bevin and the Foreign Office, has 
followed the path of empiricism— 
working by a series of conditioned 
reflexes in the traditional British 
manner. But in deciding what policy 
is likely to be next year (possibly 
under M r . Churchil l ) or the year 
after, it is necessary to list the assets 
wi th which the country wi l l meet its 
liabilities. 

One notices, first of al l , that the 
British genius is by no means dor
mant. At the present juncture one 
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naturally uses American achieve
ments as a yard-stick. One is left 
wi th the picture of a more hectic 
rhythm in American industry, 
achieved as a result of late union
isation, more intense competition 
amongst workers resulting from 
great mobility of labour and the 
variety of national groups in which 
they had their origin, and the ex
tensive use of conveyor-belt and 
piece-work systems facilitated by 
large-scale production of standardis
ed products. In Britain, the em
phasis is still on the painstaking 
production of high quality products, 
especially short runs of specialised 
machines. Tha t is one reason why 
British shipyards are still pre-emi
nent in their sphere, for here 
American mass production methods 
are not applicable. British costs for 
the production of large ships are 
said to be half those in America. 
While there were 505,000 gross tons 
laid down in 1938, over a mill ion 
have been laid down each year 
since 1945. In a more rational 
world, which one hopes the world 
of the future w i l l be, productivity 
w i l l be much increased by the en
couragement of the international 
division of labour and the world 
wi l l need much more shipping than 
is available today. In that inter
national division, the provision of 
much of that shipping wi l l be one 
of Britain's tasks. 

As wi th ships, so with heavy road 
vehicles and specialised engineering 
projects, which must be adapted to 
a country's peculiar needs. So, too. 
w i th jet-propulsion. Then, too, 
there are many of the frills of the 
good (material) life in which Br i 
tain is beyond competition—fine 
tweeds and china, sports equipment 
and, of course, whiskey. 

But the most striking recovery 
since the war has been in invisible 
exports, totalling £640m. in 1949 
and making a net contribution of 
£110m., compared to the deficit of 
£180m. on visibles. W i t h £277m,, 
shipping made the largest individual 
contribution to the invisibles, but 
even here, no small part of the suc
cess has been due to the vigour wi th 
which Britain's financial institutions 
have rehabilitated themselves. From 
Liverpool Street to Trafalgar 
Square, there are hundreds of such 
institutions which, by some incredi
ble process, survived the war and 
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now, in the sunshine of peace, have 
sent forth new schools and are 
blossoming gaily ( to use a some
what unapt metaphor for this dingy 
part of the w o r l d ) . Many of them 
specialise in some tiny aspect of 
banking, insurance, shipping or 
brokerage and have acquired such 
skill at their trade that they have 
regained (and in some cases sur
passed) their pre-war position wi th 
out difficulty. ( I n 1938, invisibles 
brought in £405m. gross). 

This is all an object-lesson in the 
immobil i ty of labour and the i m 
portance of external economies: in 
this country there have been built 
up over many generations groups of 
people w i t h specialised skills and 
these groups have remained here 
despite the attractions of an easier 
life in other parts of the world. 
Also, the businesses survive and 
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THE population of this region 
shows an amazing diversity of 

race, religion, language and cul
tural levels. Dur ing the centuries, 
wave upon wave of immigrants 
have been pressing on into this re
gion, so that it has been literally a 
melting pot of races. The present 
population represents a synthesis of 
these immigrat ing groups. The bulk 
of it belongs to the Malay race, 
which represents in its composition 
all the three great races of mankind 
- Caucasoid, Mongoloid and Ne
groid. In the northern part of the 
regime, as amongst the Burmese 
and Tonkinese of Indo-China, 
Mongoloid influence is more promi
nent—undoubtedly because of the 
proximity to China. In the south 
eastern part, as in Borneo, Malena-
sian influences become more mark
ed. The tribes in the interior also 
show great racial diversity. The 
whole gamut of races from the 
Negroids to the Caucasians, and all 
manners of intermixtures, are to be 
found among them. 

Buddhism, Mahomedanism and 
Christianity are the three main reli
gions. Buddhism is. dominant in the 

flourish here simply because so 
many others are surviving and 
flourishing. The fact that each can 
obtain the specialised services of the 
other by diall ing a number of going 
next door is an asset of considerable 
value. 

So, if the British government is 
gambling, it is doing so w i t h some 
high cards in its hand. But its 
American partner in the game suf
fers from the disadvantage of an 
economic system of mercurial tem
perament. No less than the US, the 
success of Britain's policy depends 
on the maintenance of a high de
gree of activity in the American 
economy. If that activity is not 
maintained, Bri ta in w i l l be fated 
wi th calamity, which w i l l be re
solved in one of only two ways—a 
complete re-orientation of political 
and economic policy, or war. 

northern half, among the Burmans, 
Thais and the people of Indo-
China; Islam is the principal reli
gion in Indonesia and Malaya. 
Islam was introduced into these 
countries by the Arabs, about the 
15th century, and spread very ra
pidly. Before this, the people of 
these areas were Hindus; but H i n 
duism now survives only in the 
small island of Bali , east of Java. 
Most of the people of the Phill i-
pines arc now Christians—a result 
of their aassociation wi th the Spa
niards for over three hundred years. 
The primitive tribes in the interiors 
have animistic faiths of their own. 

The number of Asian immigrants 
in the countries of South East Asia 
is rather large. The Chinese are the 
most numerous among them and 
are found in all these countries. In 
Malaya, they not only form the 
largest single group, their but ex
ceeds the native Malays in numbers. 
The Chinese are traders, small and 
big, from the small grocer in a tiny 
village to proprietors of big import-
export houses, professional and 
white collar workers, and artisans of 
all kinds. They are found every-
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where, and they play quite an i m 
portant part in the economic life of 
these countries especially in Malaya, 
Thai land and Indo-China. Indians 
have emigrated in considerable 
numbers only to Malaya and 
Burma. In Malaya, most of them 
work on the rubber plantations; in 
Burma they do manual work of a l l 
kinds, and many are also traders. 
Eurasians (persons of mixed Euro-
pean and Asiatic parentage) are re
latively few, except in Indonesia 
where the Dutch have mixed rather 
freely wi th the native Indonesians. 

The economies of these countries 
have been developed so as to be 
complementary to the industrial 
economies of the West. These coun
tries supply minerals and raw mate
rials for industries, and tropical 
products like tea, coffee and spices, 
which cannot be produced in tem
perate lands. Their imports consists 
of consumer goods, machinery, 
trucks and automobiles, oi l and 
fertilizers; machinery, fertilizers, 
trucks etc. being meant for planta
tions, mines, saw mills and similar 
simple processing industries. There 
are no advanced manufacturing in 
dustries of any importance, and de
pendence on foreign imports of 
manufactures is almost absolute. 
The imperial power which has pol i 
tical control of the country also 
dominates its trade. This has been 
most marked in case of Indo-China, 
where more than half of the exports 
went to France and the bulk of the 
imports came from that country-

Trade wi th countries wi th in the 
region or wi th adjacent countries of 
Asia has been less important, except 
in the case of Burma which had 
more than half of its trade wi th 
India. In the years immediately 
preceding Wor ld War I I , however, 
trade of these countries wi th Japan 
had been increasing. Japanese con
sumer goods were gaining in popu
larity because of their cheapness, 
and Japan badly needed the rice, 
minerals (particularly iron ore, t i n 
and oil) and raw materials of the 
region for running her industries. 

The plantations, mines and simi
lar other enterprises in these coun
tries have been generallv linked up 
wi th foreign capital. They have 
been started by foreign capitalists, 
for their own benefits. Large profits 
have been derived from the exploit-


