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RE farmers pampered? In Britain probably they are, though Mr . 
Stanley Evans, Parliamentary Secretary to the British Ministry of 

Food, had to quit his office forthwith for saying so. Mr . Evans might have 
been tactless and guilty of exaggeration in saying that "no other nation 
feather-beds its agriculture like Bri ta in" , considering what they do on 
the other side of the Atlantic. There is much truth, nevertheless, in what 
he said, despite the farmers' protest that M r . Evans was trying to drive 
a wedge between town and country and the accusation that he had "pre
maturely disclosed their income figures" and "selected just those statis
tics which supported his fallacious argument." 

It is a pet theme of the economist that once you start with controls 
and interventions, there is no end to it and no knowing where you w i l l 
finally arrive. The fantastic things one hears of farm economics, such 
as potatoes being sold back at a penny a bushel to farmers after the Gov
ernment had paid the same identical farmers 9s. a bushel for growing 
them—and a l l the while the potatoes may never have left the field on 
which they were raised—must go against the grain of the average 
Britisher and offend his common sense. But for the soft corner that 
Britain has for her agriculturists, and the bitter memory of the war years, 
we would probably have heard more about such things. 

If it is only probable that the British farmer is pampered, by the 
same token, there can be no mariner of doubt that the American farmer 
is spoon-fed, molly-coddled and given the softest possible deal in every 
way. For, while no Government in Britain can afford to offend the agri
cultural community—Mr. Evan's resignation testifies to that—the party 
in power in the USA can afford s t i l l less to play with the farm vote. The 
American farmer represents a massive voting power. 

A volume of opinion outside the State has been growing increasingly 
against what is unreservedly condemned as pampering the farmer. The 
stories of farm surplus being piled up or left to rot while the rest of the 
wor ld goes starving or half-fed and half-clothed, does not help to raise 
America's stock in the eyes of people who have to do without. Yet there , 
is something in what the experts say. Even if American farm surpluses 
were distributed free to the rest of the world, They would not suffice to 
meet more than a week's requirements of the half-starved people. No one 
has worked out similar statistics for American surplus cotton. Even in this 
case the results should not be much different, though perhaps cotton may 
matter more, considering that the manufacturing capacity in the world is 
l imited and that we regard hungry machines as a greater calamity than 
empty stomachs. The modern industrialised social conscience resents the 
presence of idle capacity in a world short of goods, more violently per
haps than it does the sight of mill ions going half-fed. After a l l outside 
the western wor ld , we are used to the poor going hungry, but machines 
are s t i l l too much a thing of the west to be judged by non-western stand 
ards. 
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