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Cotton Market 

Eight Lakh Bales More for 
1950-51 , 

CCORDING to the integrated 
cotton programme referred to by 

Sardar Datar Singh in his presiden
tial address at the annual general 
meeting of the Indian Central Cotton 
Committee held in Bombay last week, 
the area under cotton in the Indian 
Union during 1950-51 would show 
an increase of 1.65 mi l l ion acres, 
while the crop from this additional 
acreage would amount to about 
460,000 bales. The estimated yield 
per acre of about 111 lbs. assumed 
in the estimate, appears to be a bit 
exaggerated. I f , however, the weather 
remains favourable, even the above 
estimate has the chance of being ful
filled. Measures like heavy manur
ing of cotton and the provision of 
irrigation facilities and improved 
need are expected to secure an addi 
tional 1,90,000 bales, while the sti
mulant of remunerative prices is ex
pected to induce the farmer so to 
raise the yield per acre as to secure 
another 1,50,000 bales on the exist
ing acreage. This programme has 
obviously been arranged after a rapid 
survey of cotton growing Stales by 
the officers of the Committee and of 
the Central Ministry of Agriculture 
and after due consultation with the 
Agricultural Departments of the pro-
vinces concerned. 

Of great significance are the mea
sures that are proposed to be adopted 
by the States. These a re : , (1 ) Re
moval of .legislative restrictions on 
cotton growing; (2) Diversion of 
agreed areas from food crops to 
cotton; (3) Extensive propaganda 
in favour of cotton; (4) Supply of 
fertilisers and irrigation facilities 
and. (5) Inter-cropping of groundnut 
and other crops with cotton. 

That legislative restrictions against 
cotton growing, like the Bombay 
Growth of Foodcrops Act, which 
denied to the Bombay Province both 
additional foodgrains and a normal 
cotton crop, are l ikely to go lock, 
stock and barrel, is, indeed, the most 

constructive of the measures that are 
going to be adopted. It w i l l not 
only make cotton cultivation free 
of al l encumbrances, it w i l l also 
facilitate the rotation of crops which 
is bound to raise ultimately, the 
fert i l i ty of the soil. The second 
measure, that of diverting agreed 
areas from food crops to cotton, is 
also equally important. The very 
fact that during the war about 8 
mil l ion acres of cotton land was di
verted to foodgrains should suggest 
that the decision to raise the acreage 
under cotton during the coming 
season by merely 1.65 mi l l ion acres 
is just a flea-bite whereby the 
country's food production would 
not necessarily be affected. Even so. 
by agreeing to put this additional 
land under cotton the Central Gov
ernment have taken upon themselves 
the responsibility of making up the 
provincial food deficits caused by 
such diversion. The measures con-
templated to encourage mixed cro
pping would only mean a reversion 
to the normal habit of the farmers 
in various tracts which is bound to 
secure pleading results. 

Although the Government's con
templated measures include "the in
centive of remunerative p r i ced . 
Sardar Datar Singh could not pro
vide any details about the same. 
Pending the formulation of an inte
grated cotton plan by the Planning 
Commission and the announcement 
in the current or next month of the 
Government's price policy in respect 
of the next season, the Indian Cent
ral Cotton Committee did well in 
officially demanding an increase in 
the price of Indian cotton. The reso
lution stressed: "To secure the achie
vement of the target for increasing 
the production of cotton, it is neces
sary to revise the ceiling prices of 
Indian cotton so as to bear some 
realistic relation to the price of com
peting crops like groundnut and also 

of the cost of similar varieties of 
foreign, cotton which can he import
ed." I f , however, ceiling prices of 
Indian raw cotton, particularly 
Jarilla, are raised, steps must also 
be taken, as the President of the 
Bombay Millowners' Association has 
suggested this week at the annual 
meeting of the body, to bring kapas 
or seed cotton also within the orbit 
of price control. 

Farmers in the Khandesh districts 
have protested against the compul
sion to grow Jarilla. So the Indian 
Central Cotton Committee, without 
favouring complete removal of con-
t rol . have asked the Government to 
preserve Jailla seed at least on about 
20,000 acres in 1950-51. This would 
enable the reversion to Jarilla if 
found necessary in the following 
year. The need for removing inter-
State duties on Kapas as also sales 
tax on kapas and cotton seed was 
also emphasised in another resolu
tion. 

Pakistan is agitated over the ques
tion of her crop surpluses. She is, 
therefore, as keen for establishing 
immediate trade arrangements with 
India as for political agreement. 
Now that an Indo-Pak agreement on 
minorities has been concluded. Pak
istan appears to be keen on holding 
immediate trade talks. The three-
weeks old jute barter arrangement 
on a non-governmental level was a 
pointer in the direction. Rut as Dr. 
John Matthai has correctly pointed 
out this week, these questions cannot 
be solved piecemeal—they must form 
part of a comprehensive solution of 
all the matters that are outstanding 
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