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Here is Hoping 
THOUGH Bengal alone has expressed its dissent openly, both Mr 

K. C. Neogy and Dr Shyama Prasad may yet be persuaded to wi th . 
draw their resignations and thus an embarrassing situation may be 
averted. Nevertheless, the agreement which Pandit Nehru has con
cluded with Mr Liaquat A l i Khan does not. appear to have aroused 
much enthusiasm among many sections of the people. The reception 
given to it has been lukewarm at best, if not cold, though faced with a 
fait accompli. those who do not feel strongly on the subject would 
naturally like the agreement to be given a fair t r i a l . They remain 
frankly sceptical, however, about its eventual implementation and few 
have cared to conceal their doubts on this point. This scepticism is 
understandable, in view of the unhappy experience of a l l the agreements 
concluded with Pakistan in the past. Rut it has to be overcome, and it 
is being overcome, with such enthusiasm as can be gathered from the 
release of the immediate tension. 

When such sincere efforts arc being made to gain popular support for 
it. it may appear unfracious to enquire, what does the agreement really 
stand for when it is stripped of verbiage and declarations of good inten 
tious? It may be worthwhile, nevertheless, to do so. Equality of status in 
the eye of the law is already guaranteed for the minorities in both dorm 
uions by their respective constitutions. There is no legislation discriminat
ing against the minorties on the statute book in either country that need 
be repealed. This part of the agreement, therefore merely reiterates 
what is already there. Pakistan's constitution nowhere lays down that 
Hindus should be exterminated. their properties confiscated or that they 
should be deprived of their means of l ivelihood. Rot this did not prevent 
the Hindus from being forced to leave Sind, In the rest of Western 
Pakistan, the liquidation of minorities took place at a time when the 
question of constitutional safeguards could not arise. but Sind proves 
the point. The evacuation from Sind was not effected by any process 
of law but it occurred just the same. 

No one has complained, either, that the exodus of Hindus from 
East Bengal has been engineered by any legal process. Mr Liaqat A l i 
Khan said that it was caused by the communal violence in India and 
by the incitement to war by the Indian press and politicians. If this 
be true. and he has repeated what he said before while introducing the 
Agreement to the Pakistan Parliament, no amount of emphasis on the 
preamble to the Constitution of Pakistan can cheek the exodus. 

True enough. the agreement is not exhausted by the declaration of 
good intentions by both sides. It also contains provisions for setting 
up minority commissions, for joint consultations and so forth. These 
provisions are prefaced by a. reiteration of the fundamental principle 
that the subjects of each State, irrespective of the community to which 
they belong, owe loyalty to their own State and that they must seek 
redress for whatever grievances they may have, from their own govern
ment. Since this is the basic assumption underlying the agreement, all 


