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"CULTURABLE WASTE" AND 
FOOD EQUATIONS 

merits, a matter of hit and run, with 
buyers and sellers t rying to get the 
better of one another by resorting to 
al l the "approved trade practices" of 
bait, bribery and bluff. Notwith
standing what the Director General 
may have told a gul l ible public, the 
B, S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of Foreign Agricul tura l Rela
tions have recorded a considerable 
improvement in the world food situa
tion, 

The "wor ld output of major food 
products in 1948," they say in their 
World Food Summary "was about 6 
percent above 1947, and there is in
dication of further expansion of food 
crop acreages in 1949. Substantial 
recovery in European food produc
tion and continued large crops in 
North America and Australia have 
brought supplies of most essential 
foods into approximate balance with 
the demand of countries able to pay 
for them". , 

This battle of wits, notwithstand
ing, the wheat situation seems to have 
definitely, moved in favour of the 
importing countries which, according 
to the more optimistic reports, are 
now in a position to beat down the 
prices from the current 2 dollars a 
bushel to anything upto to SO cents. 

A couple of years ago our present 
food Secretary, M r . K. L. Punjabi, 
concluded a deal for Australian 
wheat for which we had to pay 16s. 
a bushel. This was done at a time 
when Britain also concluded a simi
lar deal for wheat from Australia at 
5s. a bushel. Then we were told that 
Bri tain got it cheaper because she 
made a long term agreement- Now 
that Soviet Russia and Argentina 
have joined the wor ld wheat pool 
for the first time, the 50-nations 
Conference in Washington should 
he able to gain for us more favour
able terms and a four year pact as 
wel l . Both Canada and the USA, 
wi th Australia, the three exporting 
countries under the 1948 Agreement 
are reported to be holding out for a 
maximum price of 2 dollars, the 
same as last year. But wheat is no 
longer a sellers' market now. 

Off the Record 

BETWEEN idea and reality 
sometimes fails the shadow, hea

vily and very embarrassingly. When 
it happens in a newspaper office, 
blame is generally attributed to the 
printers' devil, not unoften, rather 
unjustly. A fortnight ago, for in
stance our Delhi Correspondents 
despatch on the World Bank Mission 
had the misfortune to be badly mu
tilated between the Lino operator 
and the case room. The printers' 
devil did a certain amount of hoping, 
so we made doubly sure he d id not 
l i f t the half of a paragraph which 
said "the World Bank Mission could 
examine a plan for reclaiming not 
6 1/2 mi l l i on acres, which is the pub
lished programme of the Govt., but 
10 mi l l i on acres of culturable waste." 

Then he goes on to say that the re
clamation of the said ten mi l l i on 
acres would make a net addition of 
four to six mi l l ion tons of grain in 
our food supply and would restore 
India to self-sufficincy in food, if not 
to her pre-world war I position as a 
food exporting country. 

This was very heartening news in-
deed, until a doubt suddenly seized 
us. What, we asked ourselves, is 
"culturable waste"? According to 
official classification, there is one 
item called current fallows under the 
area cultivated, the others being 
"culturable waste" other than fal
low, and land not available for cub 
tivation. 

The notes appended to the Agri
cultural Siatistics of India published 
by the Department of Commercial 
Intelligence and Statistics say that 
most of the barren uncultivable lands 
lie in the h i l l y tracts of South India 
and in the dry and desert regions of 
the Nor th Western Frontiers of pre-

partition India . The head "cultura
ble waste other than " fa l low" shows 
lands available for cultivation, "but 
not taken up or abandoned". It 
includes areas such as groves not 
classed in the area sown and also 
areas under bamboos and thatching 
grass when not forming parts of 
forest areas. 

The Agricul tural Statistics of In
dia adds that the maximum period 
alter which land left uncultivated is 
classed as fallow varies according to 
laws and customs prevailing in 
different provinces, from two years 
in the Punjab and the N.W.F.P. 
(pre-partition) to ten years in Bom-
bay. After this period the land, if 
st i l l left uncultivated, is treated as 
abandoned and included under the 
head "culturable waste". We must 
give credit to the Department of 
Commercial Intelligence and Statis
tics for adding a wholesome warning 
that owing to this diversity of prac
tice, the classification "culturable 
waste" and "current fallows" is of a 
doubtful statistical accuracy. 

Thus we come back to where we 
started without gaining much light 
as to what the Government meant, 
and which our Delhi correspondent 
reproduced, when they referred 
brightly to that "culturable waste" 
which was to restore India's food pro
duction to normali ty. There must 
be some basis presumably on which 
the Government of India made their 
programme of reclamation. But 
what exactly is it ? The other one put 
up before the Wor ld Bank, if our 
Correspondent's figures are correct, 
should presumably have also some 
bases. Again, what is i t? Where, and 
what is this "culturable waste" and 
where does it lie? 

(Continued on page 23) 
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