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Chhattisgarh: Fastest Developing 
State of India

Dr. Raman Singh
Chief Minister 

Our state Chhattisgarh was formed after a long political and cultural struggle. 
This region with rich cultural heritage, which was once known as Dakshin 
Kaushal, occupied 30 per cent of the undivided Madhya Pradesh. Despite being 
blessed with resources in abundance, it was one of the most backward and 
neglected areas. The demand for separate state was raised time and again, but 
it was our Ex-Prime Minister Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, under whose tenure 
Chhattisgarh state came into existence on November 1, 2000. The state had 
to go through teething troubles in initial years, before its journey to create 
history commenced. 

Disappointed with the leadership during the initial few years after formation 
of state, people of Chhattisgarh entrusted me with their aspirations and hopes 
and elected me as Chief Minister of the state. It was undoubtedly a great 
responsibility. Chhattisgarh was superior to many states in terms of its natural 
and mineral resources. 

The state has nearly 44% of its area under forest 
cover. Its cultural, historical and archaeological 
glory has been incomparable. But sadly, the state 
was still among one of the most backward ones 
in the country and it used to get highlight mostly 
for the incidents of naxal violence. 

When I took charge as Chief Minister of 
Chhattisgarh, I had two major goals in my 
mind- 1) Optimal utilization of resources to 
ensure all-round socio-economic development 
and thereby, transform its image at national-level,  
2) To uproot naxalism from state to ensure secured 
and peaceful environment in the affected areas. 
Our collective persistent and sincere efforts have 
resulted in expansion of state’s budget size from 
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Rs 7,328 crores in year 2003-03 to Rs 70,058 crore in year 2016-17. Our 
focused approach to generate employment opportunities as well as skilled 
manpower, has resulted in increase of per capita average annual income 
from nearly Rs 12,000 in year 2003-04 to nearly Rs 81,756 in year 2015-
16. Chhattisgarh has undergone significant progress in every key sector like 
health, education, infrastructure, skill development, energy, agriculture and 
commerce & industry. In year 2003-04, Chhattisgarh had debt to GSDP ratio 
of 25.4% but today Chhattisgarh’s debt to GSDP ratio has shrunk to 15.03% 
(2015-16) which in the lowest in the country. Lower debt level was result of 
our effort to accelerate tax recovery. Consequently, tax-revenue (% of GDP) 
has increased from 6.8% in year 2003-04 to 8.5% at present. Chhattisgarh is 
among the top six states of the country in terms of tax-revenue (% of GDP). 
As per Reserve Bank of India, state’s development expenditure to GSDP ratio 
has increased from 17.4% to 21.4%, under our government’s tenure. 

Presently, Chhattisgarh holds the top rank in terms of development expenditure 
to GSDP ratio. Likewise, social expenditure in terms of GSDP has also 
increased from 11.9% to 14.7%. Chhattisgarh ranks second in terms of social 
expenditure. We have paid equal attention towards development of infrastructure, 
which is evident from Chhattisgarh’s top ranking in the country in terms of 
capital expenditure to GSDP ratio. It is the result of optimal utilization of 
resources by the government that despite struggling through drought in year 
2015-16, Chhattisgarh’s estimated GSDP growth is 7.07% which is comparable 
to nation’s GDP growth. 

CHARTING THE GROWTH STORY OF CHHATTISGARH: THEN AND NOW 
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HEALTH SERVICES

Chhattisgarh Government, to achieve the goal of ‘Healthy Chhattisgarh’, has 
launched a campaign for the quantum leap in state of health services. We 
believe that health services are one of the basic needs of society where quality 
and ease of access are equally important.With this philosophy we started free 
health insurance scheme for all the families in Chhattisgarh. Under National 
Health Insurance Scheme and Chief Minister Health Insurance Scheme, we 
have touched nearly 40.25 lakh families providing insurance cover of Rs 30 
thousand to each. Health services for women and children have been developed 
and improved upon consistently. Our efforts are clearly illustrated in gradual 
improvement in key health related indicators. 

● Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) has decreased from 76 per 1,000 to 43, 
whereas Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) has decreased from 407 per lakh 
to 221 per lakh. Total vaccination has also increased from 56% to 74% 
and institutional deliveries have risen from 14% to 74%. Prevalence rate 
of leprosy has significantly decreased from 7.72 to 2.8 per thousand. 

●  We have paid special attention towards expansion of health services and 
development of related infrastructure. In our tenure, number of district 
hospitals has been increased from 7 to 24, community health centers 
from 114 to 155, primary health centres from 512 to 790 and number of  
sub-health centers has been increased from 3,818 to 5,186. 
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●  Dial-108 Sanjeevani express has saved lives of total 10 lakh 73 thousand 
people till date.

●  Mahtari Express Scheme, which we initiated on 23 August 2013 to provide 
emergency ambulance service to pregnant women in need, has been availed 
by nearly 12 lakh beneficiaries. 

●  Under ChirayuAbhiyan, we have conducted health check-up of 97 lakh 
children and provided medical treatment facility to more than 16 lakh 
children. 

●  Under Mukhyamantri Bal Bhavishya Suraksha Yojana, 6,370 children 
have been benefitted and under Mukhyamantri Bal Shravan Yojana 112 
children have been benefited. 

●  Jan Aushadhi Kendras have been established at 98 places in Chhattisgarh 
for generic medicines. 

●  This year regional virology lab has been established in Jagdalpur  
Medical College.

THE IMPROVEMENT IN HEALTH SERVICES: THEN AND NOW
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● In last 10 years, we have established four new medical colleges in state 
including medical colleges in Bastar (Jagdalpur) (year 2006), Raigarh 
(year 2013) and Sarguja (Ambikapur) (2016). Including this the total number 
of medical colleges in state has reached six. Besides, trauma units have been 
set up in each medical colleges of the state. Consequently, my dream of 
establishing medical colleges in all four directions of the state has come true.

●  DKS building in Raipur has also been upgraded as Super-Specialty Hospital. 
We have established State Cancer Hospital in Bilaspur. 

Our achievement has been recognized by number of awards in the field of 
health services. In year 2015, Chhattisgarh was awarded third prize for its 
excellent performance at national-level in the field of infant security, second 
prize for infant protection and third prize for population stabilization in year 
2013. In year 2009, Chhattisgarh was awarded JRD Data Award for better 
performance in Mother-Infant Indicators. 

FOOD AND NUT R I TION SECURITY

As Chief Minister of the state, it is my endeavor to provide necessary basic 
facilities to people of my state during my tenure, I have made significant efforts 
in direction towards providing food and nutrition security to people of my state. 
Chhattisgarh has become the first state of the country to provide legal right to 
food and nutrition security to its people. We have developed an excellent public 
distribution system, which has been recognized at appreciated at national level. 
Many states have adopted Chhattisgarh’s PDS model. Chhattisgarh has received 
five awards for its public distribution system till date. My Government has 
strived hard to achieve vision for state. It is the result of this dedication that 
the number of fair price shops in state has significantly increased from 8,637 
to 12,349. PDS coverage has expanded to 84%. More than 58 households are 
provided rice at nominal cost of Rs 1 and refined iodized salt free of cost. In 
scheduled areas, grams are distributed to beneficiaries at subsidized rate. We 
have digitized, fair price shops of all the districts to ensure better management 
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and monitoring. Chhattisgarh has an excellent system of paddy procurement 
on support price. 1,333 cooperative societies in state procure paddy from 
farmers on support price in 1,986 procurement centers. Paddy Procurement 
Process has also been computerized to ensure transparency. 

WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

We believe that women empowerment is a continuous process and it should 
be in tandem with changing scenarios 
of society. We have launched Dial-181 
women helpline to help the women in 
crisis. Chhattisgarh is the first state to 
have ‘Sakhi’ One Stop Centre. We have 
also started Dial-1098 Child Helpline  
and expansion of this facility in all the 
districts of state is in progress. We have 
been providing nutritious supplement 
meals to nearly 25 lakh pregnant women, 
lactating mothers and children of upto 
six years of age. Consequently, level 
of malnutrition has declined by 17% in  
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10 years. Nearly 30 lakh children are being benefitted under Midday Meal 
Programme. Nearly 50 thousand Aanganbadis are being operated in state, 
where around 26 lakh beneficiaries are availing the services. We have initiated 
numerous schemes for upliftment of women in society. Education of girl 
child up to graduation level has been made free. Financial aid of Rs 30,000 
each is provided under ‘Mukhyamantri Samuhik Kanya Vivah Yojana. Under 
Chirayu Yojana, regular health checkups are being organized at Aanganbadi 
centres and schools. 

YOUTH WELFARE

Youth are the future of our nation. Education plays an important role in building 
character and inculcating values in the upcoming generation, so that they may 
become responsible citizens of the country. Hence, education has been one of 
our top priority sectors. With the objective to provide world-class education, 
training and self-employment opportunities, we have taken up a number of 
initiatives and have ensured effective implementation of our initiatives. 

With respect to School Education, the number of primary schools in state in 
year 2003-04 were 12,852, which has now increased to nearly 37,000. Likewise, 
number of middle schools have also increased from 5,642 in year 2003-04 to 
16,692 at present. Number of high schools in state has increased from 908 to 
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2,609, whereas number of higher secondary schools has increased from 680 
to 3,715. We have opened more than 60 pota cabins in naxal-affected areas 
and have provided residential education facility to nearly 30,000 students. 
Emphasizing the importance of quality of education, we have launched 
Education Quality Improvement Campaign in the memory of Ex-President 
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. It is the result of our innovative approach to attract 
children towards education (through initiatives like Shala Praveshotsav, free 
textbook and uniform distribution etc) that the number of school dropouts at 
primary-level has declined significantly from 10% in year 2003-04 to only 1% 
at present. With implementation of our Saraswati Bicycle Distribution Scheme, 
number of girls taking admission in high schools hasshot upfrom 65% to 93%. 
EDUCATION IN CHHATTISGARH: THEN AND NOW 
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Chhattisgarh had only three government universities in year 2003, which 
has now more than doubled to eight by 2015. Meanwhile, the number of 
government colleges has increased from 116 to 214. In 2003, the total number 
of private and government colleges in state was 184, which has increased to 
472 at present. To encourage youngsters for higher education and to lend them 
helping hand, we have launched Chief Minister Higher Education Loan Subsidy 
Scheme, under which we provide loans of upto Rs 4 lakh at nominal interest 
of 1% to the children of poor families. Youngsters of naxal-affected areas are 
provided interest-free loans under this scheme. In last 13 years, the number 
of engineering colleges in state has increased from 14 to 50 at present. The 
number of seats approved for these colleges have also been increased from 
4,670 to 16,833. Number of Polytechnic colleges has been increased from 10 
to 51, simultaneously the number of ITIs has been increased from 61 to 171 in 
last 13 years. Emphasizing on facilitation of quality and employment-oriented 
higher education in state, residential model colleges have been established 
in Raipur, Durg, Rajnandgaon, Kanker and Jagdalpur over a span of a year. 
IIIT has been established in Bhilai. IIT is also being established in Bhilai. 
Yuva Kshamta Vikas Yojana has been launched to provide benefits of exam 
fee concessions and interest subsidy. 
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Chhattisgarh is the first state of India to provide its youth the legal right to 
skill development. We have opened Livelihood Colleges, ITIs and polytechnic 
colleges in all 27 districts of the state, where youngsters are provided skill 
development training in trades of their choice. More than 2.35 lakhs youngsters 
have been trained under our skill development initiatives and more than 4 
lakhs youngsters will be trained in over next three years. In this way, we are 
making relentless efforts in the direction of developing skilled manpower. 
Going forward, we are also formulating new Youth Policy for Chhattisgarh, 
in which we will ensure active participation of youth. 

We are also developing sports as one of the important career options for 
youth. International tournaments are being hosted at world-class stadiums 
for cricket and hockey in state. We are establishing an academy for hockey, 
basket ball, archery, kabaddi, and judo, to promote sports in state. Tennis 
academy is being established in Raipur, and a State Sports Training Centre 
is also under-construction in Bilaspur, where facilities for athletics and other 
sports will be available. 

ENERGY

Chhattisgarh became the first zero-power cut state of the country in year 2008. 
Today, Chhattisgarh has gone beyond being self-sufficient in terms of power 
production to being key supplier to other states of the country. Power production 
capacity of Chhattisgarh has expanded from 4,000MW to 21,000MW. Per 
POWER IN CHHATTISGARH: THEN AND NOW         
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capita annual elect r icity 
consumption in state has also 
increased from 525 units to 
1,547 units. Electrification of 
rural areas was one of our 
top-priorities. In November 
2000, the number of electrified 
villages was 17,108, which has 
reached to 18,969 in year 2016.
Percentage of electrification 
has jumped from 87.43%  
to 96.93%. Chhat t isgarh 
Government launched Krishak 
Jeevan Jyoti Yojana on October 
2, 2009 for welfare of farmers. 
Under this scheme, farmers are provided 6,000 units of free electricity for 
pumps of upto 3 horsepower capacity and 7,500 units of free electricity for 
pumps of was 94,113, which has reached 3,70,000 at present. Farmers are 
provided subsidy of Rs 75,000 per pump for extension of lines for electrification 
of irrigation pumps. In year 2015, drought-affected farmers were provided 
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1,500 units of additional free electricity. Since 2003, electrified irrigation 
pumps has been provided to farmers, number of such beneficiaries has exceeded 
15.54 lakh. We provide these beneficiaries 40 units of free electricity every 
month. We aim to provide facility of electricity supply in every village and 
city of the state. Further, I am confident that by year 2018, we will achieve 
our goal of 100 per cent electrification. We have not just provided symbolic 
power supply rather we have developed ‘integrated power system’ to ensure 
quality supply. 

In addition to the conventional energy resources, we are also tapping the 
non-conventional energy resources to maximize our production capacity and to 
ensure electricity supply in every nook and corner of the state. Solar energy 
is being used to illuminate places, where it is difficult to supply electricity 
through traditional method. Before formation of state, only one village of 
Chhattisgarh i.e. village Lamni was electrified using solar energy system. In 
the first three years after formation of state, CREDA illuminated nearly 300 
villages with solar energy. From year 2003 to present, total 1,410 villages 
and hamlets in Chhattisgarh have been electrified using solar energy system, 
which is the highest in the country. In the span of 13 years, 400 police 
stations and nearly 1,500 ashram schools/hostels have been electrified using 
solar energy since 2003. Chhattisgarh is the leading state of the country in 
supplying drinking water through solar pumps. CREDA has established 2,665 
hand-pumps in villages till date. Farmers are being provided solar pumps for 
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irrigation at attractive subsidized rates. CREDA has distributed solar pumps 
to as many as 905 farmers till date. Till date 325 farmers have been provided 
water-supply facility for irrigation of 807 acres through 89 community solar 
irrigation schemes. 

AGRICULTURE

Hard work of farmers and effective policies of Chhattisgarh Government have 
resulted in record crop production in previous years, for which Chhattisgarh 
has been adorned thrice with prestigious Krishi Karman Award. Farmers of 
Chhattisgarh satiates the hunger of people across the country on top of meeting 
requirement within state. Two out of every three sacks of food grains are 
supplied to other parts of the nation. Following the footsteps of our Ex-Prime 
Minister Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, we also strive for “Annadata Sukhi Bhavah” 
(May the farmers prosper). For the first time in last 12 years, Chhattisgarh 
had to face drought and nearly 117 tehsils were declared as drought-hit. But 
Chhattisgarh Government stood by the farmers at every step and made all 
possible effort to bring relief to the farmers in the time of crisis. We included 
drought as natural calamity in revenue book circular, under which farmers of 
non-irrigated land were provided financial aid of Rs 6,800 per hectare in case 
of more than 33% damage, and farmers with irrigated land were provided 
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financial aid at the rate of Rs 13,500 per hectare. We waived off the land 
revenue, irrigation cess, and agricultural loans.We provided free paddy seeds, 
free electricity, special diesel subsidy, employment of 200 days under MNREGA, 
and double financial aid under ‘Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah Yojana’ to bring 
relief to the farmers. Nearly Rs two thousand crores were spent on drought-
relief measures for affected farmer families. We have taken a number of 
initiatives to make agriculture a profitable occupation. We have associated 
cooperative societies with seed production which resulted in a major boost in 
seed production of state. We are providing soil health card to more than  
32 lakh farmers so that they may grow crops suitable to the soil of their 
farms. Additionally, 26 labs and 111 mini-labs have been established for soil 
examination. To promote organic farming, we are developing Dantewada, 
Sukma, Bijapur and Gariaband as organic districts and in remaining 23 districts, 
one development block in each is being developed as organic block. Land 
survey of 813 villages, without any land records, is in progress so as to make 
it easier for farmers to claim their ownership on land. Moreover, many important 
provisions have been made in the budget to promote agricultural education. 

WATER RESOURCE

Our drive to maximize irrigation capacity is underway in full swing. We 
intend to reduce farmers’ dependency on monsoon by developing best possible 
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irrigation capacity. In last 12 years, the irrigation capacity has been enhanced 
from 10% to more than 34%. Till March 2016, total 10 thousand hectare of 
irrigation capacity has been developed. Numerous irrigation projects are being 
implemented and anicuts are being constructed for conservation of groundwater. 
Budget-size for irrigation, which was Rs 508 crore in year 2003-04, has now 
hikedto Rs 2,532 crores. In our tenure, total generated irrigation capacity of 
state has increased from 14.53 lakh hectare to 19.73 lakh hectare. In last 
12 years three major irrigation projects namely Jonk Diversion, Mahanadi 
Project Group and Hasdeo Bango project, and six medium irrigation projects 
namely- Maand Diversion, Sutiyapath Water Reservoir, Apar Jonk Canal 
Project, Kharkhara-Mohdipat Canal Project, Kosarteda Water Reservoir and 
Karranala Barrage have been completed in addition to 455 small irrigation 
projects. Mohad Water Reservoir Scheme worth Rs 228 crore on Sheonath 
River is under-construction. Construction of Kelo Irrigation Water Reservoir 
worth Rs 598 crore in Raigarh district is in progress. These schemes will 
provide irrigation facility for 23 thousand hectares of land in 175 villages of 
Raigarh and Janjgir-Champa district.

To provide safe-drinking water supply, we have installed 1,13,569 hand-
pumps in last 13 years. In the current fiscal year 2016-17, 2,282 hamlets and 
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513 schools have been equipped with hand-pumps. In last 13 years, we have 
arranged safe drinking water supply in 45,699 schools. As many as 2,88,143 
domestic tap connections have been provided in rural areas. In the remote 
un-electrified areas, safe drinking water supply has been facilitated through 
2,441 solar pumps. Chhattisgarh ranks first in facilitation of drinking water 
through solar pumps. 

CONNECTIVITY

In last 12 years, I have visited almost every part of the state and personally 
interacted with people there. I experienced that common people have strong 
desire to participate in the development schemes and opportunities. Our top 
priority is to accelerate the development of all kinds of connectivity. All round 
development of any state requires on development of necessary infrastructure. 
Hence, Road, Rail and Tele connectivity are crucial for bridging the gap 
between villages and cities. 

Keeping this in mind, we chalked out extensive action plan for ‘Sampark 
Kranti’, under which both public and private investment of nearly Rs 60 
thousand crore will be done on development of road, railway, electricity, 
telecom infrastructure. Nearly Rs 35 thousand crore will be invested on 
construction of 10,000-kms of roads, Rs 11 thousand crore will be invested 
on three railway projects of 546-km and around Rs 6 thousand crore will be 
invested on electricity transmission and distribution. Railway facilities play 
an important role in development of any area. This is the reason why we 
have constituted ‘Joint Venture’ with railway, for exploring the routes for new 
railway lines, for chalking out projects, collecting resources and to ensure 
speedy completion of the construction works. In the northern part of the state, 
Kharsiya-Dharamjaigarh-Korba and Gevra-Pendraroad Rail Networks are being 
developed. Likewise, construction of Dallirajhara-Jagdalpur Railway Network 
will facilitate passenger and goods transportation between these two regions.  

IRRIGATION AT A GLANCE IN CHHATTISGARH 
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In last one year, Chhattisgarh Government has built nearly 3,800 kms of  
roads, and upgraded national highways of 350km. Construction of roads (of more 
than 11 thousand kms) is underway in various phases under Chhattisgarh State 
Roads Project, LWE Scheme, and Chhattisgarh Road Development Corporation. 
The state has two domestic airports, one at Raipur and the other at Bilaspur 
and eight air strips located at Bhilai, Bilaspur, Korba, Raigarh, Jagdalpur, 
Ambikapur, Jashpur Nagar and Sarangarh. Raipur airport has won ‘National 
Tourism Award 2012-13’ for best airport in India in non-metro category. Raipur 
is linked by regular flights with New Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Bhubaneswar, 
Nagpur, Bhopal, Indore, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad and soon international  
flights will also commence. The Airports Authority of India (AAI) is considering 
a plan to construct two new airports at Raigarh and Bilaspur. AAI has granted 
approval to Raigarh Airport, with an estimated cost of US$ 48.8 million,  
and the state government is progressing towards the signing of MoU with AAI.

More than 146 mobile towers have been installed in naxal-affected areas. 
Geographical challenges in Bastar make it extremely important to develop 
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mobile and internet facility here. For linking all seven districts in Bastar region 
via common connection, we have initiated ‘Bastar-Net’ Project, under which 
832km long optical fibre 
cables will be laid across 
the region at the cost of Rs 
40 crore to develop a network 
through ‘ring-method’, 
which will provide alternate 
uninterrupted internet and 
mobile connectivity. This will be the state government’s ‘Digital Highway’ 
in Bastar, which will act as a catalyst to development of knowledge-based 
society, opportunities and economy. It will also ensure transparency, accuracy 
and accountability in government services. This connectivity revolution focuses 
on connecting even the remote and under-developed areas of state with 
mainstream development, so that entire state is connected via common thread. 

INDUSTRY

Chhattisgarh aspire to become growth engine of India. Chhattisgarh’s growth 
rate is higher than national average.The socio-economic environment in state 
has drastically changed in the past 12 years. Chhattisgarh now ranks fourth in 
‘Ease of Doing Business’ ranking. Chhattisgarh has become an ideal investment 
destination.An ultra-mega steel plant worth Rs 18 thousand crore is being set-
up at Bastar by the Steel Authority 
of India Limited. Another ultra-mega 
steel plant worth Rs 18 thousand 
crore is being set-up by the N.M.D.C 
(Government of India undertaking).
Chhattisgarh Government has taken 
several steps to upgrade industrial 
infrastructure. There are 42 Industrial 
Zones in the State at present. Metal 
Park, Engineering Park, Food Park, 
Plastic Park and Aluminium Park are 
being established. There is a proposal 
to establish an Industrial Zone in 
every district. Six thousand hectare 
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land bank is being planned. Investment proposals to the tune of Rs 6.59 lakhs 
crore had been received, which is 14 per cent of the investment proposals in 
the entire country. M.O.Us to the tune of Rs 55 thousand crore had been inked 
in the current fiscal. They are related to the coal gasification, railways, steel, 
defence, engineering, food processing, solar energy, electronics and information 
technology sectors. Chhattisgarh has progressed tremendously in the ‘core’ 
sectors like steel, cement, aluminium and electricity generation. The focus now 
is on the non-core sectors like electronics, information technology, defence 
industry, railways, heavy engineering, ‘plastium’ industry, food processing, 
herbal processing and services sector. Chhattisgarh has launched ‘Make in 
Chhattisgarh’ campaign on the lines of Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi’s 
‘Make In India’ Mission. Our Industrial and Innovation Policies have created 
favourable environment for start-ups and industrial growth. 

FIGHT AGAINST NAXALISM

The biggest battle to save unity and integrity of India is being fought in 
interiors of Bastar region. Patience, faith and courage of people and combined 
efforts of Central and State Security Forces are yielding promising results. 
Naxalism has already been eliminated from Sarguja while decisive battle 
is underway in Bastar. To ensure better administration in Bastar region, we 
divided it into seven districts namely, Kanker, Dantewada, Sukma, Bijapur, 
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Narayanpur, Kondagaon and Bastar. Each of the district is developing rapidly. 
We are developing education, health and tourism infrastructure to ensure socio-
economic development of people in these districts. 

Three development authorities have been constituted for systematic  
development of tribal areas. Road and rail connectivity of these districts is also 
being enhanced at an accelerated pace. To provide better opportunities to youth 
of naxal-affected areas and save them misguidance of anti-social elements, 
Chhattisgarh Government is focusing on education, skill development and 
employability of youth. We have developed education city in Dantewada to 
provide quality education, exposure opportunities to children. Prayas Schools, 
started for meritorious students from naxal-affected districts, is also playing 
its due role in transforming lives of children from these areas. Students from 
these schools have successfully cleared all India competitive exams and have 
taken admission in prestigious educational instituted such as IIT, NIT etc. For 
extremely backward tribes, action plan for development of 100 tribal-populated 
villages under Chief Minister 11-point Programme and Prime Minister Model 
Village Scheme has been prepared. Tribal Research Institute is also being 
developed in Naya Raipur at the cost of Rs 100 crore, where research on 
various aspects of conserving the tribal culture will be done. Chhattisgarh 
is the first state of the country to have budget expenditure on development 
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of tribal populated areas in proportion to the population, which translates to 
32 per cent of the budget devoted to development of tribal populated areas. 
I believe that Naxalism will soon be uprooted from Bastar entirely and our 
vision of ‘Sabke Sath Sabka Vikas’ will become reality. 

Leading this state has been like nurturing a child. I feel the same kind of 
affection and attachment to this state and its people, like a guardian feels 
towards a child. I have always given my best of my efforts, dedication and 
service to develop this state to be the leading state of nation. It is an emotional 
journey as leader of the state. Transformation of Chhattisgarh from one of the 
most backward states to the fastest developing state of the nation, feels like 
rewardof the efforts and dedication. This transformation was not possible, if 
people of Chhattisgarh wouldn’t have awarded me and my government with 
their trust, confidence and cooperation. Today, people across the nation and 
abroad know Chhattisgarh for its achievements in various sectors. Its policies 
and schemes are being adopted as model by other states. Chhattisgarh continues 
to outperform many other states in terms of development and implementation 
of national schemes. The revolution has just begun. Chhattisgarh is all set to 
take a flight towards pinnacles of success. With faith and support of people 
of Chhattisgarh, my government and I promise to take progress of this state 
to another level and make it a brand new face of India. 
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Prime Minister’s vision and 
Chhattisgarh Government’s 

dedication leading Chhattisgarh 
towards New Era of Development

Competent leadership of Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi has already 
commenced a new era of progress for India. His vision has begun the 
transformation of the country in all aspects. Upliftment of villages, poor, 
needy, youth and farmers are amongst the top priorities of Central Government. 
Schemes launched by Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi’s cover basic needs 
of every section of society, especially the poor and economically weaker 
sections. Chhattisgarh Government under the leadership of Chief Minister  
Dr Raman Singh has directed sincere systematic efforts to implement all of 
Mr. Modi’s priority schemes in Chhattisgarh to bring about major revolution 
of development. Chhattisgarh is one of the leading states of the country that 
are implementing Prime Minister’s priority schemes efficiently to benefit 
maximum number of citizens in the state. 
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Chhattisgarh has been one amongst the top states in country for implementation 
of visionary schemes; below are key highlights of some pivotal schemes:

 Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Beema Yojana - insurance cover to more than 
47.12 lakh people, securing the top position in the country in terms of 
population coverage in this scheme

	Pradhan Mantri Mudra Bank Yojana - provided loans worth Rs 1367.47 
crores to 2.37 lakh small entrepreneurs, which is 105% of the target 
allocated to the state

	Prime Minister Agriculture Irrigation Scheme - three irrigation projects 
have been sanctioned in Chhattisgarh, including a National Hydrology 
Project worth Rs 80 crores

	 Prime Minister Crop Insurance Scheme - Rs 658 crores were distributed 
under the scheme as compensation has proven to be a boon for drought 
ridden farmers of the state

	Prime Minister Skill Development Scheme - provided placement linked 
skill training to more than 2.94 lakh youth with an objective to enhance 
their employability
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	Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana - nearly 25 lakh households are being 
provided gas cylinders and double burner gas cylinders at nominal cost

	Pradhan Mantri Jan dhan Yojana - nearly 98.92 lakh people of state have 
opened new bank accounts under the scheme

	Pradahan Mantri Aawas Yojana - 12670 EWS houses has been sanctioned 
in 11 urban bodies of the state to provide housing facility to people 
belonging to economically weaker section of the society

	Pradhan Mantri Swachh Bharat Mission – nearly 1070 Gram Panchayats 
and more than 2067 villages are open defecation free

	Pradhan Mantri Ujala Yojana - 38 lakh families in Chhattisgarh are being 
provided three LED bulbs each to illuminate households and save energy

	Pradhan Mantri Atal Pension Yojana - to ensure financial security of 
labourers and workers in state, 31 thousand labourers, workers and 
pension-less individuals have been benefited

Efficient implementation and rigorous target linked monitoring of these 
inclusive schemes has led to encouraging results in which benefits reach the 
targeted population.
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Roadmap to double farmers’ income, 
ready for implementation

Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi has called on us to pledge  
that we would take all kinds of measure to double the income of farmers by  
year 2022, as India completes its 75 years of independence. To realize this 
dream in Chhattisgarh, State Government has chalked out a road map, with 
optimal utilization of available resources and empowerment of small and 
marginal farmers as its central idea. In this road map, Chhattisgarh Government 
has embodied Mr. Modi’s mantra of integrated farming by coupling the 
advanced farming with agriculture forestry/ horticulture, animal husbandry 
and fishery. 

It is the result of State Government’s farmer-friendly policies and hard work 
of farmers that Chhattisgarh has received four prestigious Krishi Karman 
Awards in last five years. State’s main kharif crop is paddy and rabi area is 
nearly one-third of the kharif crop cultivation area. Development of irrigation 
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resources for increasing crop density in state is major thrust of this roadmap. 
The roadmap enlists various actionable points to be implemented, which 
collectively would help in achieving the intended goals:

1. Farmers will be encouraged to use equipment suitable for crop diversity, 
crop rotation and reserved farming

2. Seed production will be developed as a source of additional income, 
funds will be sanctioned to Seed Producing Cooperative Societies to set 
up processing units and production of paddy and corn seeds will also  
be encouraged

3. In next five years, extension of electricity lines to the banks of all anicuts 
and stop-dams will be ensured to expand the area of lift irrigation

4. Bastar and Sarguja divisions will be developed as ‘organic farming hub’, 
and through certification, value addition of all the organic products will 
ensured

5. State Government will link all the mandis of state with e-platform of 
National Agriculture market to ensure that farmers get fair price for  
their agriculture produce. 1000 agriculture equipment service centres 
will be established to promote mechanized agriculture, thus increasing 
the overall yield

6. To provide security to farmers against uncertain weather conditions and 
natural calamities, State Government will provide insurance cover to 
minimum 50% of the farmers

7. Distribution of zero-interest short-term agriculture loans to farmers will 
be expanded. State Government will also ensure distribution of mid-term 
loans and long-term loans to farmers, to accelerate the modernization  
of agriculture

8. Lac production will be promoted to benefit more than 54,000 farmers 
with the target of doubling the lac production by year 2022

9. Tassar production will also be expanded with ‘chanki rearing technique’ 
to maximize the profits
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10. Cluster-based horticulture development to build fruit and vegetable route

11. In next five years, 4.5 lakh hectares of additional area will be utilized 
for cultivation of horticulture crops

12. Development of ‘cage culture’ in water reservoirs of state to maximize 
production and productivity in fishery sector. Fishermen will be provided 
necessary training and subsidies 

13. Small farmers will be encouraged to utilize a part of their farms to build 
‘dabri’ and practice fishery

14. State Government will be conducting a campaign for cattle breed 
improvement and develop a new milk route. To enable this, cattle and 
poultry sheds will be constructed. Insurance cover will be provided under 
‘Livestock Insurance Scheme’ to those practicing animal husbandry 

State Government has already provided ‘patta’ of over 3 lakh hectares to 
more than 3.5 lakh forest dwellers in state. To double the income of these 
forest dwellers, State Government is taking special measures to engage them 
in advanced cultivation along with horticulture, animal husbandry and poultry 
farming by benefiting them under the related government schemes. 

Chhattisgarh Government is committed to provide every possible support 
to its hardworking farmers and thereby realize the vision of Prime Minister 
Mr. Narendra Modi, through collective efforts and resources of Central and 
State Government.
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Start-up Chhattisgarh: Empowering 
young entrepreneurs with opportunities 

and resources 
In its first ten years of existence, the state has become hub of major core 
sector industries like power, coal, steel, cement, and many more. On its 
way to building next generation future cities, the state has outpaced others 
by establishing Naya Raipur, with a gross area of 237 Sq. Km, as the first 
Greenfield SMART city of the 21st century. It is first of its kind of planned 
and designed city in the country, with integrating socio-economic and cultural 
life of the state, and strongly recognized at national and international levels 
as it gets replicated in upcoming 100 smart cities in India.

With a visionary leadership and dynamic governance, the state is now focusing 
on developing sunrise sectors as new engines of state growth, while standing 
on the foundation of innovation and entrepreneurship. The Government of 
Chhattisgarh recognizes this new wave where at Start-ups will be the dominant 
job creator of the future and the engine for social innovation, as even the faster 
growing large companies look for an innovation and entrepreneurial milieu 
to invest, which encourages them to ‘soft land’ with Incubators/ Accelerators. 

Chhattisgarh Innovation & Entrepreneurship Development Policy is an 
endeavour to create a conducive environment in the State for innovation and 
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entrepreneurship, leveraging its strengths which lies in its natural resources i.e. 
minerals, forests and agriculture and human resources particularly the tribal 
who have got high level of indigenous skill sets but are technology deprived, 
as well as new developments like Naya Raipur.

Chhattisgarh already ranks 4th among the top five states in ‘Ease of Doing 
Business’ ranking by World Bank Group. Taking a step ahead in this direction, 
Chhattisgarh Government launched Start-up Promotion Mission on September 
13, to provide a platform to youngsters for honing their entrepreneurial skills. 
Implementation of this mission has already begun in full swing with boot 
camps being organized across all 27 districts of the state to capture start-
up ideas of young entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs-to-be. It is empowering 
the young entrepreneurs with opportunities and resources, so that they may 
become leaders in future and a driving force to economic growth of the state 
and the nation as a whole. 

In the first phase, ideas have been invited. In the second round, feasibility of 
the ideas will be checked based on the market opportunities available. In the 
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third round, all the participants will be given the opportunity to present their 
ideas in front of the team of experts. Youngsters, especially those belonging 
to scheduled caste and scheduled tribe category, are being encouraged to 
participate in these boot camps and take advantage of the scheme. Over 3500 
start-up ideas have been collected through these camps and top 36 of these will 
be developed as start-up units in Chhattisgarh. First 36 start-ups established 
in the state would be reimbursed with all the state government taxes paid by 
them for first three years. Besides, these selected entrepreneurs will also be 
given special assistance for preparation of project reports, quality certification, 
technical patent cost and technology expense. Major benefits for entrepreneurs 
having start-up certificate issued by Central Government:

(1) 75 per cent interest subsidy on term loan for six years, maximum limit 
of which will be Rs 70 lakh per year

(2) MSMEs (micro, small and medium enterprises) start-ups will be provided 
60 percent subsidy on land premium in government industrial parks

(3) All start-ups will be given facility to do self-certifications

(4) Stamp duty exemption for land purchase or lease

(5) Fixed capital subsidy of 35-40 per cent up to Rs 3.5 crore 

(6) Electricity duty exemption for 10 years

‘Start-up Chhattisgarh’ aims to develop a conducive start-up ecosystem and 
to attract start-up leaders, mentors, angel investors and venture capitalists 
across the globe to participate in state’s development journey. Policy initiatives 
of various departments of state and central government, such as DIPP Start-up 
India, Innovation Policy of Chhattisgarh, Food Processing Policy, EODB 
initiatives of Department of Commerce and Industries will be dovetailed to 
achieve the objectives of this mission. Chhattisgarh Government is developing 
innovation infrastructure in every district of the state to nurture start-up 
companies, so that the ideas may develop into marketable products and services. 


